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SCHEDULE 

 

09:00 – 09:20   Registration – Room 243 

09:20 – 09:30   Welcome and Intro – Room 243 

09:30 – 10:50 Session 1 – Room 243 

Identity  

10:50 – 11:10     Break 

11:10 – 12:30 Session 2 – Room 243 

Literature As A Tool 

12:30 – 12:50     Break 

12:50 – 13:40 Session 3 – Room 243 

Undergraduate Research Panel 1 

13:40 – 14:50     Lunch – Café Deco, Store Street 

14:50 – 15:40 Session 4 – Room 243 

Undergraduate Research Panel 2 

15:40 – 15:50     Short Break 

15:50 – 16:50 Session 5 – Room 243 

Keynote address by Professor Maria Nikolajeva – University of Cambridge 
“Bedtime reading?” Not from Sweden 

16:50 – 17:20     Break 

17:20 – 18:40 Session 6 – Room 243 

Transmission and Reception 

18:40 – 18:45       Concluding remarks – Room 243 

19:00 – 20:00       Reception – Arts and Humanities Common Room, G24, Foster Court, Gower Street 

20:15                      Dinner – Carluccio’s, Brunswick Centre 
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WELCOME 

We are delighted to welcome you to the 6th Nordic Research Network Conference at Senate 
House in London, kindly hosted by the Institute of Modern Languages Research and Cultures. 
We are currently in the midst of a “Nordic wave” in a number of respects, making this a 
dynamic and exciting time to be involved in Nordic research. The result of the EU referendum 
earlier this year has only served to reinforce the importance of familiarity with and research on, 
amongst others, our neighbours in the north. 

 

This conference goes hand-in-hand with the event organised in May by our good colleagues 
at the University of Glasgow, which sought to identify bridges between Britain and 
Scandinavia between 500 and 1500. We are eager to explore the connections, influences, 
interplay and networks in modern and contemporary Nordic cultures and cultural production. 
We were thrilled to receive a consistently high quality range of submissions that far exceeded 
the number we were able to include today. We believe that this conference offers something 
for everyone – hopefully you hear something that inspires you in your own research, as well 
as being introduced to a new topic, approach, or concept. 

 

For the first time in NRN’s history, we are pleased to welcome the cream of the British 
Scandinavian Studies undergraduate crop as contributing participants. Turn to page 8 to find 
out more about their involvement. We are also delighted to welcome Professor Maria 
Nikolajeva as our keynote speaker, and are very grateful for her kind interest in the Nordic 
Research Network. The conference will be followed by a reception, providing all delegates 
with valuable networking time. Indeed, we hope that you will take the opportunities presented 
in each and every break to get to know your peers. 

 

Thank you for coming – we look forward to meeting like-minded researchers and hearing 
about your work. 

 

Charlotte Berry �Ian Giles �Anne Grydehøj 

NRN London 2016 Organising Committee 

 

 

 



	
	

#NRNlondon 3 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We would like to thank the Institute of Modern Languages Research for its generous support 
for this event, and particularly Jane Lewin for assisting with the practical arrangements at the 
venue and advertising the conference to a wider audience. We would also like to extend our 
thanks to Dr Heide Kunzelmann (University of Kent/IMLR), who proposed this fruitful 
collaboration between the Nordic Research Network and the IMLR. We are also most grateful 
to Professor Maria Nikolajeva (University of Cambridge) for delivering our keynote address. 
Furthermore, we would like to thank John Gilmour for his ongoing support of NRN, and Emma 
Blackman Barslund, Lindsay Heenan and Magdalena Mania for their hard work helping out on 
the day. Finally, we want to thank Ellen Kythor, an original member of the organising 
committee who was unable to join us due to a scheduling conflict. Our sincere apologies to 
anyone we have omitted. 

 

GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

Registration, breaks and sessions will take place in and outside room 243 on the second floor 
of Senate House. Entry to the building is via the Senate House South Block Reception (access 
from Russell Square and Malet Street). The venue will be signposted internally. Lunch will be 
at Café Deco at 43 Store Street, while the reception will take place in the Arts and Humanities 
Common Room at UCL’s Foster Court on Gower Street. 

Wireless Internet access will be available on the day of the conference. Request a password 
when you register. 

 

Conference Dinner  

The conference dinner will take place at Carluccio’s in the Brunswick Centre (The Brunswick, 1 
Brunswick Square, London WC1N 1AF). This is shown on the map at the rear of this 
programme, but everyone is welcome to walk to the restaurant together after the reception. 
 

Social Media 

NRN can be found on Facebook at facebook.com/NordicResearchNetwork, and NRN’s 
Twitter handle is @NRNConference. NRN also maintains a web presence at 
www.nordicresearchnetwork.co.uk. 

The conference hashtag is #nrnlondon. 

The use of phones, tablets and other devices to livetweet and take the discussion online 
during the conference is encouraged, but please ensure that all your devices are set to silent. 
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Session 1 – Room 243 – 09:30-10:50 
Identity 
Chair: Anne Grydehøj 

Anja Tröger 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Shaping a transcultural identity: Language and geographies in Maria 
Navarro Skaranger’s Alle utlendinger har lukka gardiner 

 
In literary studies, the transcultural paradigm can be considered a new 
research horizon that has gained significance as a theoretical and 
methodological framework in the last fifteen years. In this paper, I will give an 
overview of different approaches to transculturality, and, by extension, of 
transcultural literary analysis informed by the following question: in what 
ways do various concepts of transculturality work in a Nordic literary context? 
To exemplify how transculturality is negotiated in literary text, I will close 
read Maria Navarro Skaranger’s narrative Alle utlendinger har lukka gardiner 
(2015). I would argue that language and geographies are the two main factors 
that help Mariana, the narrative’s first-person narrator, to constitute an 
identity that is based on multiple cultural affiliations. Through her creative use 
of a multi-ethnolect, and through giving Romsås, a satellite town in Oslo with 
a negative public image, a central place in her narrative, Mariana not only 
rewrites Norwegian as a language, but also re-negotiates what it means to be 
Norwegian. Hence, I would argue that the narrative offers new and 
alternative ways to think about cultural identity to its readership, and 
therefore challenges hegemonic perceptions of Norwegian-ness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack Dyce  
Scottish United 
Reformed and 
Congregational 
College 
 

"Bridging relative differences: Homo- and Hetero-geneity in Scandinavian 
identities expressed in Nordic crime fiction" 

 
Notions of Nordic homogeneity in ethno-cultural identities, societal beliefs, 
norms and practice, and collaborative engagement are widely expressed and 
employed. As Nordic Noir crime fiction is commonly regarded as holding a 
mirror up to Scandinavian societies that they might re-examine their societal 
norms and polity, does it offer also a space in which Nordicity and inter-
Nordic relations may also explored? Indeed, are the boundaries of those who 
are regarded as within, outwith or marginal to 'the Nordic' tested? This paper 
draws on the use of visual imagery, conversation and comment, 
characterisation and stereotypes ('favourable' and 'hostile'), and collaborative 
engagement in contemporary Nordic crime fiction to consider how notions of 
liminality, hybridity, solidarity, hetero/homogeneity, and differentiation are 
affirmed and challenged. Are conventional links ('Broen') and traditional 
'family' ties ('Tjockare än vatten') now (or ever) what they have been imagined 
to be? 
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Sara Davies 
Manchester 
Metropolitan 
University 

When Words Fail: Examining the homely place of diasporic touch 
 
In the paper I intend to critically engage with a public art performance 
conducted during a recent event dealing with experience of transient 
diasporic homeliness. My art practice examines issues of belonging in the 
Swedish diaspora in the north of England. It re-creates home here, increasing 
a sense of belonging leading to temporary experiences of a non-fractured 
identity. I have begun to develop a notion called diasporic touch exploring 
how a combination of seeing, touching and creative writing opens up an 
imaginary space where there and then is here and now, where experiences 
of being at home can be found in the process of making art.  
 
In the performance I interact with an image reminding me of home through 
diasporic touch. I touch the image, I see myself touch, and I write prose on an 
outstretched arm using my second language. The image is taken in a corner 
of my bedroom on Kirkmanshulme Lane, Manchester. It shows a white 
painted wardrobe, wooden floor, woven rug, a traditional red tassel and 
forest green curtains, it imitates Swedish traditional narratives from a 
diasporic position in Manchester. Through diasporic autobiography I 
represent my life between two languages, I am capturing the ambiguous, 
affective movement where my body, the images and text touch.  
 
I examine Homi Bhabha’s notion of Third Space through a material creative 
process hoping that focusing on the tangible, how my body interact with 
materials will lead to a more nuanced way of understanding the diasporic 
experience. Using theories of materiality (Barrett, 2013) (Bolt, 2013), I study 
diasporic touching, seeing and writing as a creative phenomena, considering 
how a performative art practice and creative writing can unfold the uncertain 
‘I’ in the diasporic experience and give it a place, a home represented. 
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Session 2 – Room 243 – 11:10-12:30 
Literature as a Tool 
Chair: Jakob Stougaard-Nielsen 

Ben 
Bigelow  
University of 
California, 
Berkeley 

The Voice of the Blood: Phonography and Embodied Aurality in the 
Norwegian Fin-de-siècle 

 
The introduction of Edison’s phonograph to the world in 1877 ushered in a 
completely unprecedented kind of aural experience. Now the perception of 
sound was severed from the physical presence of its source, so hearing a voice 
was no longer a guarantee of the proximity of a living, speaking subject. The 
vocal production of a living being has been objectified quite literally in the 
incisions made by the phonographic needle upon a durable medium, be it a tin-
foil or (later) a wax cylinder. As the phonograph made a deep impression on the 
popular imagination through the sensational public exhibitions of Edison’s 
invention, a literary counter-discourse developed in Norway in the 1890s. 
Voiced by such authors as Hamsun, Dybfest, and Obstfelder, this impulse 
celebrated the pre-phonographic, embodied experience of sound, against the 
tendency of modern recording technologies to objectify the human sensory 
experience. This literary depiction of a physiologically-grounded sensory 
subjectivity corresponded with a broader cultural tendency toward vital 
materialism. The reactionary aesthetics of the Norwegian fin-de-siècle may thus 
be understood not merely as a protest against the prosaic modernism of the 
Modern Breakthrough, but more broadly as an indictment of modernity’s 
tendency to disembody and objectify the human sensory experience. 
 
 
 
 

Anna 
Hoyles 
University of 
Lincoln 

Sacco, Vanzetti and Moa Martinson  
 

Drawing on three articles from the extensive, yet little known, journalistic output 
of the Swedish writer Moa Martinson, this paper explores her reaction to the 
executions of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. The Italian anarchists 
were a cause celebre and their deaths sparked protests throughout the world. 
The anarchist newspaper, Brand, for which Martinson wrote, devoted whole 
editions to their cause, to which she contributed.  
This paper argues that as a working class, female literary journalist Martinson 
provides a unique voice within the Swedish protest movement. Her viewpoint is 
both sweepingly international and deeply personal. From her ‘stuga’ in the 
woods outside Stockholm she reaches out to Sacco and Vanzetti’s female 
relatives in the US and Italy, on the basis of a shared, class based sisterhood, 
vowing bloody vengeance on behalf of their murdered brethren. Yet, she also 
on behalf of the same cause, provides an intimate and amusing pen portrait of a 
mother squirming in a cinema as she and her sons watch an ‘inappropriate’ US 
film. Although employing very different styles of writing, in both articles 
Martinson utilises the autobiographical to put across the same political point. 
 
 
 
  
 



	

#NRNlondon 7 

Eveliina 
Pulkki 
University of 
Oxford 

Aho, Hamsun and Nordic Bodies of Non-belonging  
 

Knut Hamsun is often considered to be a pioneer of narrative techniques that 
have come to characterize literary modernism. This talk will examine a further 
ground-breaking facet of Hamsun's work: his wide-ranging treatment of 
disturbed male body image. I will argue that Hamsun is the first Modernist to 
present existential Angst in psychological terms as disturbed male body image 
and in the form of disordered eating, both themes of which were later treated 
extensively by now canonical major-language writers such as Franz Kafka and 
Virginia Woolf. 
 
In this talk, Hamsun's treatment of body image in his breakthrough novel Sult 
(Hunger, 1890) is contrasted with the work of his Finnish contemporary, Juhani 
Aho, in particular with Aho's short novel Yksin (Alone), which was published in 
the same year as Sult and which similarly focuses on the inner life of a 
disillusioned, failed flâneur. I will argue that the auto-exoticism of the works of 
both Hamsun and Aho, and the self-perception of Nordic modernists as 
peripheral is complicated by their pioneering, sophisticated, and multi-faceted 
treatment of the body and its image. As much of Aho's work is unavailable in 
English translation, this talk will make use of my original translations from his 
works. 
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Sessions 3 & 4 – Room 243 – 12:50-13:40 / 14:50-15:40 

Undergraduate Research Panels 1 & 2 

 

Joining us for the first time at Nordic Research Network are a number of fourth-year students 
of Scandinavian Studies from the University of Edinburgh and University College London. As 
well as benefitting from following papers throughout the conference, they will also be 
delivering lightning presentations as part of this session. This will offer them valuable public 
speaking experience and a wealth of input and feedback from peers. In-house dissertation 
colloquiums will take place a later date for all fourth-year participants, with students 
delivering more in-depth 10-minute presentations about their dissertation projects, having had 
the opportunity to build upon feedback from the conference here today. 

Speakers are divided into thematic clusters of three spread across two sessions, both of which 
will be chaired by Guy Puzey (University of Edinburgh). We hope that you will also take the 
opportunity to make your own contributions from the audience during the feedback phase for 
each cluster. It is our intention that focused but positive feedback will help develop the next 
generation of Nordic researchers. And remember: if there isn’t time to give your feedback 
during the session, then there’s always the breaks! 

Cluster 1:  Social Issues 

 Bruce Thomson (University of Edinburgh) 
 Kathryn Craigie (University of Edinburgh) 
 Anna Toth (University College London) 

Cluster 2: Outsiders and Peripheries 

 Ellie Moriarty (University of Edinburgh) 
 Claudia Flink (University College London) 
 James Puchowski (University of Edinburgh) 

Cluster 3: Ideologies 

 Megan Neil (University of Edinburgh)  
 Hanna Wisniewska (University College London) 
 Ellie Munro (University of Edinburgh) 

Cluster 4: Personal and Political 

 Joanna Higginson (University College London) 
 Becky Waterton (University of Edinburgh) 
 John McAllister (University of Edinburgh) 
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Session 5 – Room 243 – 15:50-16:50 

 

 

KEYNOTE LECTURE 

 

“Bedtime reading?” Not from Sweden 

Professor Maria Nikolajeva  

University of Cambridge 

(Chair: Charlotte Berry) 

 

Pippi Longstocking, from Sweden; the Moomins from Finland; that diminutive 
Norwegian, Mrs Pepperpot; or Heidi, fresh from her Swiss mountainside – these foreign 
stars of children’s literature were popular fixtures on British bookshelves at the end of 
the last century. So where are the new international children’s stories for tonight’s 
bedtime reading? (Vanessa Thorpe, The Guardian, September 4, 2016).  

 

The ongoing debate about the paucity of translated books in the UK encourages publishers 
and book promoters to widen British children's horizons by exposing them to literature from 
foreign cultures. But if publishers are looking for a new Pippi they are looking in the wrong 
place. Contemporary Swedish children's and young adult literature has gone a long way from 
the idyllic Småland of Astrid Lindgren's works. They reflect the harsh reality of today's young 
Swedes, the anxiety and frustration of the twenty-first century.  

 

This talk will explore some recent Swedish young adult novels, discussing them against the 
common British cultural image of Nordic children's literature illustrated by Pippi, the Moomins 
and Mrs Pepperpot.  

 

Maria Nikolajeva is Professor of children's literature at the University of Cambridge, previously 
Professor of comparative literature at Stockholm University. Her most recent book is Reading 
for Learning: Cognitive Approaches to Children's Literature (2014).  
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Session 6 – Room 243 – 17:20-18:40 
Transmission and Reception 
Chair: Ian Giles 

Barbara 
Tesio 
University of 
Edinburgh 

“Et kriminal roman i krinoline” or “An enchanting modern-Gothic tale”? – The 
reception of Gengældelsens Veje / The Angelic Avengers in Denmark, US 

and UK 
 
In 1944, under the German occupation of Denmark, Karen Blixen published her 
most unusual text – the novel Gengældelsens Veje / The Angelic Avengers. 
The book, received as a kriminalroman, became a war-time bestseller, but it 
also raised a lively debate - known as the ‘Andrèzel affair’ - on the legitimacy of 
pseudonyms and the use of literary mask. When the text was published in UK 
and US in 1947, it was instead widely received as a gothic novel and as an 
allegory of the Danish occupation.   
 
Drawing from inedited archive material from the Blixen archive in Copenhagen, 
the aim of this paper is to analyse the reception of Gengældelsens Veje through 
the newspapers and magazine reviews from the time the book was published in 
Denmark, UK and US. Analysing the immediate response to the book will give 
the opportunity to contextualise its reception, demonstrating how its genre 
definition depended from the receiving cultural context. It shall be discussed 
why the book was considered as a kriminalroman in Denmark, and as a gothic 
allegory in the UK and US, and what function those genres had in the current 
cultural panorama. 
 
 
 
 

Pétur 
Valsson 
University of 
Washington 

“The Sheep Is by Far Uglier in Lapland Than in Iceland!” Sjöström’s Berg-
Ejvind and Contemporary Icelandic Cinema 

 
It is now close to a hundred years since Victor Sjöström’s Berg-Ejvind och hans 
hustru (1918) captured audiences across Europe. The Swedish film, set in 
18th century Iceland, has in recent years been appropriated as a part of the 
Icelandic cultural canon and as an essential part of Icelandic film history, 
despite its Swedish origins. The presentation will look at the Icelandic reception 
of the film, both upon its initial release in 1919 and in recent years where it has 
become the most frequently screened silent film, often accompanied by new 
scores by Icelandic musicians. In addition, the paper will look at how the 
relationship between men, animals and nature has become a recurrent theme 
in Icelandic cinema and how it is reflected in recent internationally successful 
films, such as Of Horses and Men (2013) and Rams (2015). 
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Katarzyna 
Maćkała 
The Institute 
of Art of 
the Polish 
Academy of 
Sciences 

How translation determines reception: Ibsen in the Polish language 
 
Although Ibsen's plays are frequently adapted in Polish theatres, the 
performances rarely become successful and the dramas seem to be watched 
and read by very few. Ever since the first premiere of Ibsen's play in Polish, 
most of his works were not translated from the original language – it might be 
hard to believe that the first time A Doll's House was translated into Polish 
directly from Norwegian was in 2006. The archaic language of the texts was a 
serious problem for Polish theatres already in the in-between-war time, but 
after the war most of the newly published translations were still not made from 
Norwegian. Throughout the second part of the 20th century no more 
translations were produced, so theatres used the texts from the 1950s, trying to 
fix their archaic language by cutting as much as possible. Surprisingly enough, 
after the first premiere based on the new translation of A Doll's House, made 
from Norwegian in 2006, theatres returned to the old one, which points to the 
unsatisfying quality of the new texts. This situation leaves many questions to 
ask. The most important one is the question of the significance of translations in 
the process of theatre reception.  
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PARTICIPANTS 

 

Charlotte 
Berry  
Independent 
Scholar / 
Hereford 
Cathedral 

Charlotte Berry completed a part-time PhD in British translations of Nordic 
children’s literature 1950-2000 at the University of Edinburgh in 2013. She is an 
experienced archivist and curator with specialisms in modern literary and 
publishing archives, and has published widely on publishing history and 
archives. She is currently Archivist at Hereford Cathedral. 
 

Ben Bigelow  
University of 
California, 
Berkeley 

Ben is a PhD candidate in the Department of Scandinavian at the University 
of California, Berkeley, and is currently a Guest Scholar at the University of 
Oslo. His dissertation focuses on vitalism and visuality in Norwegian 
literature at the end of the Nineteenth Century. 

Sara Davies 
Manchester 
Metropolitan 
University 

Sara is currently an MPhil/PhD student at MIRIAD, Manchester Metropolitan 
University. Her research project is called ‘Representing Home in the Nordic 
Diaspora’ and it is investigated through her artistic practice. She makes use 
of performance, photography, moving image and creative writing to explore 
belonging in diaspora.  
 

Jack Dyce  
Scottish United 
Reformed and 
Congregational 
College 
 

Jack works in theological education but has a wide interest in Nordic studies 
- the Viking period and its modern utilisation, the nation-building and 
educational thinking of NFS Grundtvig, Nordicity in Orkney and Shetland and 
ethno-culturalism in Nordic crime fiction. 
 

Ian Giles 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Ian Giles is a PhD candidate in Scandinavian Studies researching the 
transmission of Scandinavian literature to the UK during the past century. He 
is the co-editor of Beyond Borealism: New Perspectives on the North 
published by Norvik Press, based on contributions from speakers who 
featured at NRN2015 in Edinburgh. He is a published translator and was 
shortlisted for the Crime Writers’ Association International Dagger Award in 
2015. 

Anne Grydehøj 
University 
College 
London 

Anne Grydehøj has recently received her PhD on Scandinavian and French 
crime fiction at the University of Kent, where she was also an Associate 
Lecturer. In September 2016 she took up a position as Teaching Fellow in 
Danish at UCL.   

Anna Hoyles 
University of 
Lincoln 

Anna is writing her PhD on the class based autobiographical aspects of Moa 
Martinson’s literary journalism. She previously worked as RA on the AHRC 
funded project, Comics and the World Wars – A Cultural Record, and 
published on First and Second World War labour movement comic strips.  
 



	

#NRNlondon 13 

Katarzyna 
Maćkała 
The Institute of 
Art of the Polish 
Academy of 
Sciences, 
Warsaw 
 

Katarzyna is a graduate of Scandinavian Studies at Adam Mickiewicz 
University, Poznań. A love for Ibsen, especially on stage, led to Katarzyna’s 
PhD research on the reception of Ibsen in Poland at the Institute of Art of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw. 
 

Eveliina Pulkki 
University of 
Oxford 

Eveliina (MPhil Oxon) is a co-convenor of the Nordic Network at The Oxford 
Research Centre in the Humanities, a DPhil Candidate in Modern Languages 
at Oxford, a Clarendon Scholar and a Jesus College Graduate Scholar. Her 
research focuses on body image in the works of Kafka, Hamsun and Woolf. 
 

Barbara Tesio 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Barbara holds an MSc in Comparative Literature from the University of 
Edinburgh and is now completing her PhD in Scandinavian Studies at the 
same institution. Her research focuses on Karen Blixen’s work, specifically on 
the interaction between storytelling and popular culture and the subversive 
character of gothic literature. Barbara is also the co-ordinator of the 
Edinburgh based Flytte Poetry Project, which explores the correlation 
between poetry, migration and creativity through performances and 
publications. 

Anja Tröger 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Anja is a PhD candidate at the University of Edinburgh, from which she holds 
an undergraduate degree in Scandinavian Studies and English Literature, 
and a Masters by Research in Scandinavian Studies. Her main research focus 
is on transcultural Nordic narratives.  
 

Pétur Valsson 
University of 
Washington 

Pétur is a PhD candidate in the Department of Scandinavian Studies at the 
University of Washington. He holds a MA degree in Film Studies Columbia 
University and a BA in History and Film from the University of Iceland. He is 
currently writing his PhD dissertation about technological aesthetics in the 
films of Lars von Trier.  
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

The Institute of Modern Languages Research 

The Institute of Modern Languages Research (IMLR), one of nine institutes forming the 
University of London’s School of Advanced Study, was previously known as the Institute of 
Germanic & Romance Studies, which was formed when the Institute of Germanic Studies 
(founded in 1950) and the Institute of Romance Studies (founded in 1989) merged in 2004. 

The Institute is committed to facilitating, initiating and promoting dialogue and research for the 
Modern Languages community. The Institute fosters and contributes to national and 
international collaborative, cross-disciplinary and cross-cultural research by means of 
seminars, lectures, workshops, colloquia, conferences, a fellowships programme, and its 
five research centres. 

 

About Nordic Research Network 

The Nordic Research Network is a network of postgraduate students and early-career 
researchers based in the British Isles who are conducting Nordic research. Participation in the 
network is not limited to those working within departments or centres of Scandinavian and 
Nordic Studies, and the network seeks to encourage Nordic research in all areas across the 
humanities and social sciences. 

The Nordic Research Network was originally established in 2010 with funding from the AHRC’s 
Student-led Initiatives Scheme. The grant was used to host the first symposium at UCL. The 
network has grown and evolved on each subsequent occasion following its inaugural 
meeting. Conferences have been held approximately every 18 months, initially alternating 
between UCL and the University of Edinburgh. In May 2016, the conference was hosted by 
another institution for the first time, visiting the University of Glasgow. The next conference will 
be held at the University of Aberdeen in August 2017. 

 

Logo 

The very talented Giorgia Ghergo designed Nordic Research Network’s beautiful new logo. 
She took her inspiration for the logo from the atmospheric landscapes of the Nordic region 
idealised in large expanses of snow, pristine northern forests, and the marvellous light of the 

aurora borealis. All of these concepts 
are presented in geometric and pure 
forms that accompany the viewer as 
they explore the depths of the 
Nordic universe. 
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Publications 

Norvik Press has published two volumes of proceedings from 
NRN conferences. The first, Illuminating the North, was 
published in 2014, while the most recent, based on NRN2015, has 
just been released and is entitled Beyond Borealism: New 
Perspectives on the North.  

The following is taken from the rear cover of the new book: 
Maybe ‘borealism’ could be a name for the Southern 
preconceived ideas about those who live at Northern latitudes?  

Thus writes prominent Norwegian writer Kjartan Fløgstad. 
Although not everyone may be readily familiar with ‘borealism’ 
as an expression, most readers are likely to have engaged with 
the concept at one time or another. For many years, the boreal 
has sparked the imagination of British audiences, and its 
popularity continues to flourish as contemporary Nordic cultural 
waves make landfall in the UK.  

This volume presents a range of new perspectives on the Nordic 
region, as well as its myriad of influences on its surroundings. 
The fifteen chapters in this publication showcase some of the 
best research being conducted by emerging researchers in 
Britain on Nordic topics. Divided into thematic sections, these 
chapters cover everything from historical narratives to 
contemporary culture, with numerous other elements in 
between. As such, this volume offers refreshing and alternative 
perspectives on a diverse number of subjects, whilst also 
marking many research topics’ first appearance in publication. 
This book offers something for everyone, be they students 
writing essays or fully-fledged academics preparing 
monographs, and provides a clear, concise point of entry for 
those curious about any number of Nordic issues.  

Both books are available to order from all good book shops. 
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SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS… 
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