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WELCOME 

On behalf of the Scandinavian Studies Section of the Division of European Languages and 
Cultures in the School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures at the University of Edinburgh, I 
am delighted to welcome you to the fourth Nordic Research Network Conference. It is a 
privilege for the Section to host this vibrant and important event in the School’s new 
surroundings at 50 George Square. Also, the conference is appropriately timed to coincide 
with the University’s annual Innovative Learning Week.  

 

Edinburgh’s Division of European Languages and Cultures offers the widest range of 
languages and of joint degrees in Scotland, and one of the widest in the UK. So the Nordic 
Research Network conference will take place in an academic setting informed by an 
undisputed interest in cultural and linguistic diversity.   

 

The Nordic Research Network was initiated at our sister department of Scandinavian Studies 
at University College London in 2010 and the conferences have since alternated between 
Edinburgh (2012) and London (2013). During this period, the event has grown to become one of 
the most significant forums for the showcasing of innovative research on Nordic themes in the 
British Isles, for signalling new research trajectories, and for fruitful networking. The 2015 
conference is the largest meeting of the Nordic Research Network to date.  

 

In the Scandinavian Studies Section at the University of Edinburgh we are proud of our 
postgraduate culture and of the enterprise, impact and scholarly rigour that characterise the 
activities of our postgraduate students. The fourth Nordic Research Network conference is a 
testimony to the vision, commitment and sheer energy of the organising team of doctoral 
candidates: Barbara, Chris, Ian, Laura, and Ryan. They deserve a mighty round of applause! 

 

I wish all participants a rewarding conference! 

 

Dr Bjarne Thorup Thomsen 

Convener of the Scandinavian Studies Section 
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ORGANISING COMMITTEE INTRODUCTION 

We are delighted to welcome you to the 4th Nordic Research Network Conference, the largest 
meeting of the NRN ever, at the School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures within the 
University of Edinburgh. All sessions and events will take place in our brand new home of 50 
George Square, unless otherwise stated.  

 

We are currently in the midst of a “Nordic wave” in a number of respects, making this a 
dynamic and exciting time to be involved in Nordic research. In 2014, events in Scotland 
served to reinforce the importance of familiarity with and research on our neighbours in the 
north. 

 

This year we are proud to showcase a wide range of Nordic research being carried out in the 
British Isles and beyond. We were blown away by the quality, range and depth of submissions 
we received. We are able to bring you research on themes from gender to narrative and 
contextualised conflicts to place and space. We believe that this conference offers something 
for everyone, and perhaps even a bit more! Hopefully you hear something that inspires you in 
your own research, as well as being introduced to a new topic, approach, or concept. 
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We hope that you can join us on Wednesday evening for our keynote lecture by Mads Bunch, 
which is generously supported by the Northern Scholars Scheme. The lecture will be followed 
by the conference reception, providing all delegates with valuable networking time. Indeed, 
we hope that you will grasp the opportunities presented in each and every break to get to 
know your peers in the field of Nordic research with both hands. 

 

We are also excited to present a panel discussion on the future of Scandinavian and Nordic 
Studies in the British Isles that is in line with our conference theme. We have invited a number 
of leading figures from the British-based world of Nordic research for this discussion session, 
and we hope that you will also contribute from the audience with your own views on the 
prospects for our field of research. We hope this session will be a bold and powerful 
statement reinforcing the positive impact of conducting research about the Nordic region. 

  

Thank you for coming – we look forward to meeting like-minded researchers and hearing 
about your work. 

 

Laura Chapot !Chris Cooijmans !Ryan Foster !Ian Giles !Barbara Tesio 

NRN2015 Organising Committee 
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

The University of Edinburgh 

The University of Edinburgh was established in 1583 
by a Royal Charter granted the previous year by King 
James VI. As Scotland’s first civic university, once 
known as the Tounis College, it would go on to be a 
key centre of the European Enlightenment. Today it 
has over 30,000 students from countries 
representing two thirds of the world’s nationalities.  

The School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures is 
part of the College of Humanities and Social Science 
and consists of several subject areas, including the 
Division of European Languages and Cultures, which is home to French, German, Hispanic 
Studies, Italian, Russian and Scandinavian Studies. Approximately 75% of the School’s research 
activity was rated as 3* or 4* in the REF2014. The School moved into its new home in 50 
George Square in June 2014 

 

Scandinavian Studies 

The Scandinavian Studies Section in the Division of European Languages and Cultures at the 
University of Edinburgh is one of the smaller Sections in the University and one of very few 
centres in the British Isles dedicated to teaching and researching the languages, cultures and 
societies of the Nordic countries. 

Modern Scandinavian languages have been taught at the University of Edinburgh since 1987. 
The Section has six full time members of staff, most of whom are native speakers of Danish, 
Norwegian or Swedish. It is home to more than 120 students, and it also has several 
distinguished honorary fellows and professors, as well as a lively group of postgraduate and 
postdoctoral researchers. Current areas of research include translation studies, 19th and 20th 
century literature, language history, language policy, onomastics, the Viking age, modern 
history, film and the environment. 

Major events in recent years have included Animals Beyond the Call of Duty (with Edinburgh 
Zoo), a symposium about Selma Lagerlöf’s Nils Holgersson, Strindberg in the Digital Age, 
Michelangelo Antonioni & Ingmar Bergman in the 21st Century (with Italian), Nordic Research 
Network 2012, Trends in Toponymy 4 (with Celtic and Scottish Studies), and a joint symposium 
with the Uppsala University Department of Literature. The Section also has a regular seminar 
series and organises many other informal events throughout the year. 

The Section recently secured start-up funds from the University of Edinburgh’s Challenge 
Investment Fund to develop a new Centre for Nordic Research. The proposed centre would 
be Scotland’s first point of call for Nordic expertise, and the country’s premier gateway for 
Nordic-related academic and cultural exchange. 
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About Nordic Research Network 

The Nordic Research Network is a network of postgraduate students and early-career 
researchers based in the British Isles who are conducting Nordic research. Participation in the 
network is not limited to those working within departments or centres of Scandinavian and 
Nordic Studies, and the network seeks to encourage Nordic research in all areas across the 
humanities and social sciences. 

The Nordic Research Network was originally established in 2010 with funding from the AHRC’s 
Student-led Initiatives Scheme. The grant was used to host the first symposium at UCL. The 
network has grown and evolved on each subsequent occasion following its inaugural 
meeting. Conferences have been held approximately every 18 months, with the second NRN 
hosted by the University of Edinburgh in February 2012, and the third edition hosted by UCL in 
September 2013. 

 

Publications 

Following NRN2013 at UCL, proceedings of the conference were 
published in a volume entitled Illuminating the North: Proceedings 
from the Nordic Research Network Conference 2013 by Norvik Press. 
This marked the first time that NRN conference proceedings had 
been published. This opportunity provided many young scholars with 
their first chance to write, review and edit papers for publication. The 
volume has a cover price of just £12.95 and is available to buy from 
the Norvik Press stand in the breakout space, or can be ordered from 
all good bookshops. 

 

Logo 

Nordic Research Network’s beautiful new logo was designed by the very talented Giorgia 
Ghergo. She took her inspiration for the logo from the atmospheric landscapes of the Nordic 
region idealised in large expanses of snow, pristine northern forests, and the marvellous light 

of the aurora borealis. All of these 
concepts are presented in geometric 
and pure forms that accompany the 
viewer as they explore the depths of 
the Nordic universe. 
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General Conference Information 

Conference sessions will take place in a number of venues in 50 George Square. These are: 

 Screening Room G.04 
 G.05 
 Lecture Theatre G.03 
 Project Room 1.06 

Registration and all breaks will take place in the Project Room on the 1st floor. There will 
always be an organiser or helper available to assist you and answer questions in this room – 
you should be able to spot them by their NRN-branded t-shirts. If you arrive after the initial 
registration period on day one, please visit the Project Room upon arrival or during your first 
break to register. 

Toilets are located on each floor and are signposted. Please consult the building floorplan for 
further details. 

There are plenty of breaks included in the conference schedule, but please note that they 
vary in length. The conference is fully catered, and refreshments will be provided during all 
breaks, including lunch. There is also a university-run cafe open all day in the basement of the 
building, as well as a small shop beside it. 

 

Conference Events  

Aside from the main conference, which includes the keynote lecture, the invitational panel 
session, and all other sessions, there are also a number of events associated with the 
conference. The first of these will be the conference reception, which will take place directly 
after the keynote lecture in the Project Room on the 1st floor. Delegates are welcome to join us 
for drinks and nibbles. 

The conference dinner will take place at the end of the second day of the conference at 
Hemma (73 Holyrood Road). This is shown on the map in this programme, but everyone is 
welcome to walk to Hemma together after the final session of the conference. 

On the morning of Friday 20 February all are welcome to join us for a brief and informal tour of 
the heart of Edinburgh, taking in some of its more Nordic elements. Please see the conference 
schedule for further details. 

On the afternoon of Friday 20 February, there will be two free literary events taking place in 50 
George Square. Please see the conference schedule for further details. 
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Social Media 

NRN can be found on Facebook at facebook.com/NordicResearchNetwork, and NRN’s 
Twitter handle is @NRNConference. NRN also maintains a web presence at 
www.nordicresearchnetwork.co.uk. 

The conference hashtag is #NRN2015. 

The use of phones, tablets and other devices to livetweet and take the discussion online 
during the conference is encouraged, but please ensure that all your devices are set to silent. 

Exhibitors 

A number of exhibitors will be present during the conference with stands in the Project Room. 
These exhibitors include: 

 Edinburgh University Press 
 Gazelle Book Services 
 Norvik Press 
 The Scottish Society of Northern Studies 

Places to See 

There is plenty to see and do while you are visiting Edinburgh: 

 National Museums of Scotland 
 Edinburgh Castle 
 Holyrood Palace 
 Scottish Parliament 
 Surgeon’s Hall 

 Walter Scott Monument 
 Edinburgh Zoo 
 Arthur’s Seat 
 Scottish National Galleries 
 Royal Yacht Britannia 

 

Places to Eat & Drink 

There are a number of good places to eat and drink in direct proximity to 50 George Square 
These include: 

 Nawroz Restaurant (26-30 Potterrow) 
 Peter’s Yard (27 Simpson Loan) 
 Elephant & Bagels (37 Marshall 

Street) 
 Paradise Palms (41 Lothian Street) 
 Mosque Kitchen (50 Potterrow) 

 Tanjore (6-8 Clerk Street) 
 Spoon (6a Nicolson Street) 
 Auld Hoose (23-25 St Leonards 

Street) 
 Greenmantle (44 West Cross 

Causeway) 
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Travel 

Most bus services in central Edinburgh are provided by Lothian Buses, who operate a flat 
single fare scheme. The cost for a single is £1.50, which must be paid using correct change 
when boarding or alternatively the Transport for Edinburgh app. Day tickets cost £3.50 and 
allow unlimited travel on all regular bus and tram services. Visit lothianbuses.com for further 
details. 

Accessing the city centre from Edinburgh Airport is best done using either the Airport Express 
bus service or the tram, both provided by Transport for Edinburgh. The journey time for both is 
approximately 30 minutes, and costs £5 (single), £8 (return) or £9 (unlimited one-day bus/tram 
travel including airport). 

If arriving by rail or long distance bus, 50 George Square is easily accessible on foot from 
Waverley Station and Edinburgh Bus Station. See the map below for further details. 

Taxis are widely available in Edinburgh but not cheap. Black cabs can be easily hailed across 
the city centre. The largest minicab company, Capital Cars, can be phoned on 0131 777 7777. 

If you require further advice or assistance with regard to getting to or around Edinburgh, 
please speak to an organiser or helper. 

! !
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN OF 50 GEORGE SQUARE 

 

 

FIRST FLOOR PLAN OF 50 GEORGE SQUARE 
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DAY 1 - WEDNESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 

 

08:30 – 09:00   Registration – Project Room 
 

09:00 – 09:20   Welcome and Intro – Screening Room 
 

09:20 – 10:50 Session 1 – Screening Room 
 
Hybridity and Origins  
 

10:50 – 11:10     Break – Project Room 
 

11:10 – 12:40 Session 2a – Screening Room 
 
Cultural Producers 
 

Session 2b – Room G.05 
 
Place and Space 

12:40 – 13:40     Lunch – Project Room 
 

13:40 – 15:10 Session 3a – Screening Room 
 
Narrative 

Session 3b – Room G.05 
 
Approaches 
 

15:10 – 15:30     Break – Project Room 
 

15:30 – 17:00 Session 4a – Screening Room 
 
Political Narratives and Voices 

Session 4b – Lecture Theatre 
 
Translation  
 

17:00 – 17:30     Break – Project Room 
 

17:30 – 18:30 Keynote Speaker – Lecture Theatre 
 
Dr Mads Bunch – University of Copenhagen 
Literature of the North Atlantic: Faroese and Icelandic Literature in a Scottish Context 
 

18:30 – 20:00    Conference Reception – Project Room 
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DAY 2 - THURSDAY 19TH FEBRUARY  

 

08:30 – 09:00 Coffee – Project Room 
 

09:00 – 10:15 Panel Session – Lecture Theatre 
 
A discussion of the future of Nordic research in the UK. Confirmed speakers include 
Mikkel Bruun Zangenberg, Helena Forsås-Scott, Pietari Kääpä, and Claire Thomson.  
Chaired by Guy Puzey. 
 

10:15 – 10:40 Break – Project Room 
 

10:40 – 12:10 Session 5a – Lecture Theatre 
 
Conflicts in Context 
 

Session 5b – Room G.05 
 
Linguistics 
 

12:10 – 13:10     Lunch – Project Room 
 

13:10 – 14:40  Session 6a – Lecture Theatre 
 
Belief Systems 
 

Session 6b – Room G.05 
 
Gender 
 

14:40 – 15:00     Break – Project Room 
 

15:00 – 16:30 Session 7 – Lecture Theatre 
 
Contacts 
 

16:30 – 16:50     Break – Project Room 
 

16:50 – 18:20 Session 8 – Lecture Theatre 
 
Nation and Identities 
 

18:20 – 18:45 Closing Remarks – Lecture Theatre 
 

19:15 – 22:00 Conference Dinner – Hemma (73 Holyrood Road, Edinburgh, EH8 8AU)!
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DAY 3 - FRIDAY 20TH FEBRUARY 

 

Morning Tour 

09:45 – 12:00 Nordic Edinburgh Tour – Meet outside 50 George Square 
 
Join us for an informal guided tour of some of Edinburgh’s more Nordic features: 
 
Edinburgh enjoys a rich intercultural heritage, its Old Town dotted with monuments, 
artefacts and other curiosities from all over the world. Among this remarkable mosaic, 
many traces of age-old connections between Scotland and the Scandinavian world are 
still to be found. We invite you to join us for an informal tour of some of these Nordic 
features around the city, including a lonely Swedish rune stone and some eight 
hundred year old Norwegian chess pieces. We will gather outside 50 George Square 
(the conference venue) from 09:45, departing at 10:00. We expect to return by 12:00, 
finishing at Peter’s Yard (adjacent George Square), where there will be an opportunity 
to grab lunch and coffee before the afternoon’s literary events. 
 
 
 
 

Afternoon Literary Events – Room G.05 
 

13:00 – 14:00 Scandinavian Literature for Young People – Room G.05 
 
A discussion with Norwegian authors Harald Rosenløw Eeg and Maria Parr, and Danish 
author Merete Pryds Helle. 
 
Generously supported by NORLA (Norwegian Literature Abroad) and the Danish 
Agency for Culture. 
 
 
 

 

14:30 – 16:00  Translating the Peripheries – Room G.05 
 
A panel discussion with authors Maria Parr, Merete Pryds Helle and Harald Rosenløw 
Eeg, researcher Charlotte Berry, and translators Kari Dickson and Guy Puzey. 
 
Generously supported by NORLA (Norwegian Literature Abroad) and the Danish 
Agency for Culture. 
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PANEL DISCUSSION 

 

What happens next for Scandinavian and Nordic Studies in the UK? 

 

In line with our conference theme, as well as our wider aims to promote the work of emerging 
academics, we are excited to present a panel discussion on the future of Scandinavian and 
Nordic Studies in the British Isles. We have invited a number of leading figures from the 
British-based world of Nordic research for this discussion session, and they will all be 
encouraged to set out their own views on the future of the field from a variety of perspectives. 

Our speakers include: 

 Dr Mikkel Bruun Zangenberg (University of Kent) 
 Professor Helena Forsås-Scott (University of Edinburgh / UCL) 
 Dr Pietari Kääpä (University of Stirling) 
 Dr Guy Puzey (University of Edinburgh) 
 Dr Claire Thomson (UCL) 

 

The discussion will be chaired by Guy Puzey, but we hope that you will also take the 
opportunity to make your own contributions from the audience. It is our intention that through 
focused and collaborative discussion, we will be able to draw fruitful conclusions about 
Nordic Studies’ future prospects, and more generally the direction being taken by Nordic 
research. 
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KEYNOTE LECTURE 

With support from the Northern Scholars Scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair: Ian Giles 

 

Literature of the North Atlantic.  

Faroese and Icelandic Literature in a Scottish Context. 

Dr Mads Bunch University of Copenhagen 

Lecture Theatre – 17:30 

 

The lecture explores the major developments in Icelandic and Faroese Literature in the 20th 
century focussing on the currents of modernism and magic realism and writers such 
as Halldór Laxness, Einar Már Guðmundsson, William Heinesen and Gunnar Hoydal. 

The developments in Icelandic and Faroese literature will be framed within a Scottish context 
through comparison with the literature of the Orkneys, primarily the works of Edwin Muir and 
George Mackay Brown.  

The aim is to point out common regional experiences and similar/different artistic approaches 
and developments in the literatures of these North Atlantic areas, which have all been 
influenced by European and other global literatures, yet, in each of their own ways, have kept 
their regional stamps.  
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Dr Mads Bunch is an Assistant Professor in Danish 
and Nordic Literature in the Department of Nordic 
Studies and Linguistics at the University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark. He has done scholarly 
work on Kierkegaard, Ibsen, Strindberg, Blixen and 
Lars von Trier. In 2009 he published the 
monograph Samtidsbilleder : realismen i yngre 
dansk litteratur 1994-2008 [Contemporary Images: 
Realism in Recent Danish Literature 1994-2008] 
about contemporary Danish literature and in 2013 

he edited the book Millennium: Nye retninger i nordisk literatur [Millennium: New Directions in 
Nordic Literature] which covers and discusses the latest developments in Icelandic, Faroese, 
Finnish and Scandinavian Literature. He is currently co-writing a book about contemporary 
Danish autofiction. 

 

 

We have sought to follow the lead set by our colleagues at NRN2013 of inviting an 
international guest keynote speaker. Dr Mads Bunch of the University of Copenhagen is an 
excellent example of the bridges that can be built between academics in the Nordic region 
and those researching Nordic themes elsewhere. 

 

We are especially grateful to the Northern Scholars Scheme for supporting Mads’ visit to the 
University of Edinburgh. 
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Session 1 – Screening Room – 09:20-10:50 
Hybridity and Origins 
Chair: Dr Guy Puzey 

Haftor 
Medbøe  
Edinburgh 
Napier 
University 

The compass of Nordic tone: jazz from Scandinavia 
 
Jazz from Scandinavia has, over the past fifty years, come to represent a distinct reimagining of the 
erstwhile American music form. Following the global spread of jazz through the dissemination 
technologies of the modern age, Scandinavian jazz musicians have progressed their relationship to the 
genre from respectful imitation of the canon’s American masters to the innovation of personalised 
conceptions and aesthetics. 
The 1970s saw the establishment of Manfred Eicher’s ECM records. The label created the blueprint for 
what commentators now describe as “Nordic Tone” or “Scandinavian Jazz”. Through recordings and 
performances by Garbarek, Rypdal, Andersen, Christensen and those that followed, a new, readily 
identifiable, jazz sound was created that challenged a hitherto American hegemony. 
Scotland’s jazz community frequently holds up the success of the Nordic ‘brand’ as a nationally defined 
exemplar of independent musical spirit. The cultural signposts of ‘fjell and fjord’, snowfields and glaciers, 
sagas and folklore are abundant in its narrative but do such, somewhat hackneyed, associations give an 
accurate insight into the musical outlook of Scandinavia’s jazz musicians? The paper responds to this 
question by looking beyond national identity in shedding light on the complex nature of Nordic tone. 

Jamie 
Barnes 
University of 
Glasgow 

Interpreting the Viking Age stone sculpture of the British Isles:  
production, consumption and negotiation 

 
The Scandinavians of the Viking Age did not have a history of carving in stone until their settlement of the 
British Isles. Upon their arrival it appears that they readily adopted an already flourishing and pre-
established Christian tradition of creating stone sculpture. In line with the theme of ‘what happens next?’ 
this paper will explore and discuss the emergence of a significant amount of Scandinavian influenced 
stone sculpture during the tenth and eleventh century on the British Isles. With a focus on stone sculptures 
that are considered to be different, that is to say they are the product of hybrid practice, this paper aims to 
offer an interpretation as to why there was the creation of this unique body of stone sculpture at this time. 
In order to achieve the aims of this paper, I will firstly present the concepts of difference and hybrid 
practice, followed by a selection of specific Viking Age stone sculptural case studies. Here I will argue that 
entering Christendom, via newly negotiated identities as manifest through hybrid practice, was integral to 
creating and maintaining reciprocal relationships within a land strewn with the fragments of religions old 
and new. 

Ellen Kythor 
University 
College 
London 

From Miss Smilla to Sarah Lund –  
What next for Danish literature in the UK? 

 
Since 1990, nearly one hundred literary books (fiction, children’s, poetry, short stories, drama) first written 
in Danish have been published in English in the United Kingdom for the first time. The majority of these - 
seventy two books - are literary fiction novels and just over forty per cent of those novels fit into the 
popular ‘Nordic Noir’ genre. This Pecha Kucha format presentation will summarise the key publishers, 
authors, translators, and trends represented in this corpus, and introduce and discuss the role of 
Denmark’s supportive welfare state in the publication and transfer of Danish literature into the UK. The 
literary fiction novel Miss Smilla’s Feeling for Snow (UK: 1993) was the most significant Danish-English 
breakthrough title in the past few decades. Ellen Kythor’s PhD thesis investigates the context and 
paradigms created by this pivotal event for Danish literature in the UK, and considers how Danish state 
support impacts on the market and reception for its cultural products abroad. 

Jenni 
Syrjälä 
Independent 
Scholar 

Maintaining Children’s Finnish Language Skills  
in an English Language Setting 

 
Bilingual childrearing is challenging in any setting, but when the minority language in the family has little or 
no support outside the home, the challenge becomes even greater. This paper investigates how parents, 
specifically British-Finnish families living in Scotland, can support the acquisition of the minority language, 
Finnish, in an English-speaking environment with little or no external support. Particular focus will be 
placed on the use of the one person – one language strategy, where each parent only speaks their own 
language to the child. The results of a two part study, consisting of a questionnaire and a set of interviews, 
will be presented. The participating families described the methods they use to increase the linguistic 
input of Finnish, and their perception on which methods were the most useful. The results highlight certain 
differences in approaches to bilingualism, and how these might affect the level of Finnish that the children 
will reach. The findings can be seen as a general overview of methods used by families experiencing 
problems when attempting to raise children bilingually, and of the various possibilities that are available to 
them. 
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Session 2a – Screening Room – 11:10-12:40 
Cultural Producers 
Chair: Dr Claire Thomson 

Arnar 
Eggert 
Thorodssen  
University of 
Edinburgh 

Music-making in a Northern Isle: Iceland and the “village” factor 
 
The paper looks at the initial stages of a PhD research that delves into the social dynamics of music 
making in Iceland. The research builds on Arnar’s thirteen year long career as a music journalist in his 
native country, making use of the experience, knowledge and connections he has already accumulated 
there. The focus is on how Icelandic musicians in the pop/rock sector manoeuvre their activities in a small 
society that is like a micro-cosmos music wise, all things comparable to a "normal" Western society but on 
an much smaller scale. The “village” factor in the construction of Icelandic society, pertaining to 
communications, cultural institutions etc. infuses the music culture, its partakers and output. In the 
“village”, boundaries between amateurs and professionals are blurred and a lack of formal structure work 
both as a blessing and a curse. Iceland‘s music scene has had a reputation for being highly robust and 
creative of late; like it’s almost exceeding its capacity. But at the same time, a lot of “hullaballoo” has been 
in the foreign media, not quite matching reality. The research is an opportunity to dispel some of the myths 
regarding the Icelandic music scene; to have a sober, academic, fact based look on its inner workings  
The research was initially inspired by Ruth Finnegan’s ground-breaking study of amateur musicians, found 
in the book “The Hidden Musicians: Music Making in an English Town”, but important work by sociologists 
like Robert A. Stebbins and Antoine Hennion in this field have also been an influence. 

Deborah 
Dawkin 
University 
College 
London / 
British 
Library 

Michael Meyer’s Sweden 
 
Michael Meyer (1921-2000) is best known for his translations of Ibsen and Strindberg in the late 1950s and 
1960s, and was credited by George Steiner with securing Ibsen’s place in the 20th century British theatre 
repertoire. It is the archive of this influential translator, which is at the heart of my PhD research project. 
In a letter dated 1967, Vivien Green, widow of Graham Green, and friend of Meyer, asked him what drew 
him to the dark forests of Scandinavia. Meyer’s pencil mark in the margin indicates that this was a 
comment that resonated with him. Meyer first went to Sweden after the war as a lecturer in English 
Literature at Uppsala University. In his autobiography he claims that was in this small, but vibrant Swedish 
university town, that he truly found himself. Anthony Pym challenges Lefevere’s idea that translators 
essentially remain “within the boundaries of the culture that is theirs by birth or adoption”, and suggests 
that the translator inhabits an inter-cultural territory. One thing is certain, many translators build a deep 
personal connection with the culture of the language from which they translate. This paper investigates 
the relationship between Meyer and Scandinavia as revealed in the archive.  

Joanne 
Bolland 
University of 
Manchester 

The driving force and dilemmas of Norwegian composers during the 
Occupation of World War II. 

 
On the morning of 9 April 1940, Norwegians woke to an invasion by German forces.  As the Nazis 
attempted to take control of the country they used music as one way of ingratiating themselves.  The split 
in society mirrored in music as in other arts, was pronounced. Some remained loyal to Norway (good 
Norwegians/jossinger) while others lent themselves to the German cause.  Not surprisingly, Norwegians 
have found this a painful topic, and numerous questions remain to be researched.  How does a country 
survive in these conditions of internal conflict?  For those prominent Norwegian Jewish performers and 
composers who left Norway in exile to Sweden, a neutral country, what were the effects of witnessing the 
enemy entering and leaving their supposed safe haven?  How was it possible to have compositions heard?   
The paper will discuss the use of the Norwegian composers by the Germans for their own ends, including 
specifically the Grieg jubilee in 1943; how Christian Sinding’s illness was exploited; the exile of Jewish 
musicians; and David Monrad Johansen’s activities during the Occupation, their after-effects and how he 
later justified his behaviour.  

Helen 
Robinson 
Independent 
Scholar 

Anders Zorn’s stay in England and its importance for his art and his career 
 
Anders Zorn (1860-1920) was a Swedish painter who started life in a peasant family in Dalarna and became 
one of the richest men in Sweden. He was a contemporary of Carl Larsson (1853-1919) and at one time 
equally famous.  
Zorn visited England first in 1881 and lived in London 1882-85 and visited St. Ives 1887-1888. His time in 
England was important in his development as an artist in watercolours, etching and oils. Contact with 
English society provided him with a springboard for his career as a portrait painter which was especially 
successful in the USA where he made portraits of three American presidents. 
This paper will investigate to what extent Zorn’s residence in England was crucial for both his artistic 
development and for the furthering of his career. Reference will be made to some of the paintings and 
etchings he produced whilst in England and his own reminiscences of this period. The views of art critics 
both in Zorn’s lifetime and more recently, also shed light on the importance of his sojourn in England as a 
young man. 
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Session 2b – G.05 – 11:10-12:40 
Place and Space 
Chair: Dr Alan Macniven 

Ryan Foster  
University of 
Edinburgh 

Farming in Medieval Scandinavian law codes:  
regional differences and changing practices 

 
In the paper I will highlight how the differences in regional law codes show the relative importance of 
different farming elements (pastoral and arable), and difference in farming practices, not only between 
Scandinavian countries, but within countries, and how changing practices due to different environmental 
conditions led to the creation of new laws in the Icelandic law codes, the Grágás. Laws are created as a 
reaction to the key concerns affecting a society at a given time. In pre-industrial societies, such as 
Scandinavia in the Early Middle Ages, the production of food was the key issue affecting society not only 
to feed the family and provided a surplus to trade for essential items. In Scandinavia, food production was 
also a means to provide meat and drink for feasting and to provide a surplus to be traded for luxury items 
for gift exchange, both of which were needed to enhance social standing. Food production was therefore 
of the highest importance and as such was a key area of possible conflict within the society and as such 
necessitated its regulation, or as Njal Thorgeirsson put it, ‘with law shall our land be built up and settled, 
and with lawlessness wasted and spoiled’ (Njal's Saga, Chapter 70). 

Richard Le 
Brasseur 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Helsinki’s beneficial urbanisations:  
Enhancing human well being through eco-spatial planning 

 
In 2012, over half of the world’s population lived in urbanised areas. This urbanisation process of reoriented 
land use through human development results in significant landscape change. The pressures on Europe’s 
landscape conversion and restructuring inherent in the physical urbanisation process are numerous and 
growing. Landscapes become spatially disconnected, ecologically degraded, and functionally 
homogenous while compositionally heterogeneous.  
Nordic countries are consistently ranked high in quality of life and life satisfaction indices. The past two 
decades have resulted in significant suburbanisation to the Helsinki Metropolitan Area and is now viewed 
as one of the fastest growing regions in Europe. Yet, significantly, the various urbanisation pressures have 
not impacted the region’s quality of life status. This fact provides a strong rationale to further study the 
various spatial planning characteristics within the Helsinki region.  
Research strongly illustrates that green spaces within urban environments can improve quality of life and 
the physical, mental health and wellbeing in humans. If there is a strong relationship between the eco-
spatial characteristics of the Helsinki region and quality of life, this could have profound influence on 
future knowledge and application. Working from James Gibson’s affordances theory, this presentation will 
discuss the theoretical basis and methodology for further study.  

Martin Sejer 
Danielsen 
University of 
Copenhagen 

Naming the Church in Danish Legends 
 
In 1895 the Danish folklore collector Evald Tang Kristensen (1843-1929) published his 3rd volume of his 
extensive work Danske Sagn [= “Danish Legends”] in which he found it relevant to publish a bunch of 
legends under the headline “Kirkenavnets fremkomst” [= “The origin of the church name”] (pp. 159 ff.; also 
repeated in the new row of Danske Sagn, 3rd vol., 1931, pp. 114 f.). Many legends explaining church names 
are found under other headlines as well. With my point of departure in Evald Tang Kristensens 
publications of Danish legends supported by Danmarks Kirker [= “Denmark’s Churches”] edited by The 
National Museum of Denmark, I have studied how the peasant communities of the 19th century explain the 
origin of their local parish church’s names. What naming motives are represented, and how are the story, 
name and place connected linguistically? Why is it so relatively often the name of the church – and not 
just the name of the town/parish – that is explained? 

Pei-sze 
Chow 
University 
College 
London 

After the Bridge:  
Film and Moving Image Production in the Øresund Region after 1999 

The completion of the Øresundsbron in 1999 marked the beginning of an enthusiastic cooperative spirit 
between Copenhagen and Malmö, the cities that anchor the EU-funded cross-border Øresund region. 
Overt political gestures toward transnational integration has led to increased funding for cross-border 
networks and activities. Film production in particular has benefited from the intensified attention on co-
production between Danish, Swedish, and international production companies, primarily with the 
economic aim to stimulate the film milieu of the region and to attract further investment. In this 
presentation I outline a chapter of my thesis that focuses on the film-cultural policies developed in the 
shadow of the Øresund project. Although the institutional structures of such support are still organised 
along national lines, there are elements within the respective national film and media policies that address 
transnational production, specifically those that tackle the challenge of sustaining moving image activity in 
a shared, albeit uneven, playing field. A key argument I make here is that, despite efforts to address the 
region as an integrated space, filmmaking activity and funding is still concentrated in Copenhagen, while 
across the bridge, Region Skåne is only just starting to establish itself as a production hub at the periphery 
of Sweden. 
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Session 3a – Screening Room – 13:40-15:10 
Narrative 
Chair: Dr Bjarne Thorup Thomsen 

Lorna Hill  
University 
of Stirling 

Bloody Women:  
The Role of Women in Scottish and Scandinavian Crime Fiction 

 
I am investigating the role of women in contemporary Scottish and Scandinavian crime fiction, with a 
particular focus on texts written by female authors. Drawing on a combination of interdisciplinary resources 
including literary texts and research from Publishing Studies and Gender and Feminist Studies, the aim of 
this Creative Writing project is to produce a narrative that explores a Scottish society, driven predominantly 
by women, and investigate whether the outcomes of crimes would differ from current trends in 
contemporary Scotland. I wish to explore the high proportion of female authors predisposed to a distinctive 
kind of crime writing in Scotland. Is this literary development intrinsically linked with political, sociological, 
psychological and geographical issues? Do the similarities of morbid climates and high crime rates in 
Scotland and Scandinavia culminate in writers embracing what Robert Louis Stevenson described as a 
‘murderous mixture’ in his character Mr Hyde? With similar deep-rooted characteristics could our common 
Protestant tradition also be responsible for the shared interest we have in a genre which focuses on the 
dark side of human nature and which illustrate the tears in social fabric? This Creative Writing project will 
interrogate gender and the role of women in crime fiction. 

Katherine 
Olley 
University 
of 
Cambridge 

The End in the Beginning: Continuing without closure in the Hildr legend. 
 
The paper will consider the question ‘What happens next?’ in relation to the Hjaðningavíg, as depicted in 
medieval Scandinavian sources.  In particular it will examine how the legend turns established methods of 
conflict resolution, that is exogamous marriage and settlement by combat, on their heads; confounding 
narrative expectations by demonstrating their capacity to beget further conflict where an audience would 
expect them to bring reconciliation. The narratives’ failure to resolve can be contrasted with excessive 
impetuses to begin the battle. Nearly every account offers a different motivation, from allegations of 
dishonour (Saxo), to witchcraft (Ragnarsdrápa), to the brutal murder of Hǫgni’s wife (Sǫrla Þáttr). 
This production of additional motivation is symptomatic of social discomfort surrounding the underlying 
familial tension, arising when a woman’s loyalties pass from paternal to marital kin.  Attributing the impetus 
for battle to something else, even a magical sword (Snorri), conceals this antisocial tension, which 
discouraged the necessary assimilation of wives into their husband’s kin and potentially allowed a fragile 
resolution to be reached. In this way the end is written in the beginning, manufacturing a conclusion without 
the need for a realistic social resolution. 

Troy 
Wellington 
Smith 
University 
of 
Mississippi 

“So wish for it, you whose spirit is a wish”: 
Arabian Nights, Oehlenschläger’s Aladdin, and Kierkegaard’s Authorship 

 
The Story of Aladdin, and particularly Oehlenschläger’s Aladdin; or, The Wonderful Lamp, provided 
Kierkegaard with an analogue for his authorial task. For instance, as he wrote on a copy of Either/Or’s 
flyleaf, “The only thing this work lacks is a narrative, which I did begin but omitted, just as Aladdin left a 
window [of his palace] incomplete”. More significantly, just as Oehlenschläger compared “the faculty of 
poetic creation which had begun to stir within him” to “a veritable Aladdin’s Lamp” (Martin v), in the 
Postscript, Kierkegaard’s pseudonym writes of becoming an ethical servant of “the wonderful lamp of 
freedom”, and he repeats this trope after one of the most significant lines in the corpus: “I comprehended 
that it was my task: to make difficulties everywhere. . . . Far from having found it, like Aladdin, by a stroke of 
good luck, I must instead assume that my indolence, by preventing me from opportunely proceeding to 
make things easy, has forced me into doing the only thing that remained”. As he was writing the Postscript, 
Kierkegaard asked himself, “What happens next?” Should he retire to a rural parish and forsake his magic 
lamp? 

Anne 
Grydehøj 
University 
of Kent 

The Dead End of Foreign Identity in Scandinavian Crime Fiction 
 
Globalisation, immigration and multiculturalism have been thematic keywords in contemporary 
Scandinavian crime fiction. In Peter Høeg’s novel Miss Smilla’s Feeling for Snow, which in the early 1990s 
initiated the current wave of the ‘Nordic Noir’ publishing phenomenon, the central question for the 
protagonist is how to navigate between Greenlandic and Danish societies in a postcolonial context. While 
Høeg explicitly addresses issues relating to the negotiation of cultural identities, the foreign immigrant in 
recent Scandinavian crime fiction has been reduced to a either a silent (female) victim or a (male) villain 
whose foreign background – frequently Eastern European – is essential to his status as a criminal. Although 
crime fiction narratives in other national traditions have included many voices from immigrant writers and 
thus opened debates on relationships between minority and majority identities, the Scandinavian tradition 
remains culturally monophonic. This paper will investigate the ways in which an othering of the immigrant 
foreigner takes place in contemporary Scandinavian crime fiction. Moreover, it will discuss how this 
representation of the foreign Other is more generally associated with debates on immigration and 
integration in the welfare state.  
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Session 3b – G.05 – 13:40-15:10 
Approaches 
Chair: Chris Cooijmans 

Catalin 
Taranu  
University 
of Leeds 

The Many Battles of Maldon: When Does an Event Become History? 
 
The Old English poem The Battle of Maldon tells the story of the heroic English resistance (lead by 
ealdorman Byrhtnoth) to a Danish raid. When the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle narrates the same event, it is no 
more than a dim episode in a monotonous succession of disasters. The death of Byrhtnoth is only briefly 
mentioned – the important event is the decision of paying tribute. Enmeshed in the texture of event-history, 
the death of the ealdorman is not so much of an event after all. In the poetic narrations of events, however, 
Byrhtnoth shines out, and becomes part of a long series of Germanic heroes. For there are other Battles of 
Maldon, too: the Biblical story of the Life of St. Oswald presents a Moses-like Byrhtnoth. The twelfth-
century Liber Eliensis present us with an Alexander the Great-like Byrhtnoth. Faced with such a 
discrepancy in the meanings assigned to the same event, there appears the question for whom exactly the 
Battle of Maldon was a historical event (and how did it become so)? The present paper aims to answer 
these questions, and explores the aftermath of this encounter between the Anglo-Saxon and the Nordic 
worlds as a locus of history-making. 

Ian Newton 
University 
of the 
Highlands 
and Islands 

Rooted in History or a Relic from the Past? 
– from the Curragh and Viking ship to present day inshore vessels 

 
This paper will ask why the principles behind the design of curraghs and Viking ships has remained so 
important in inshore vessels down the centuries and continues to be relevant today, both in Nordic and 
north American communities.  It will consider as landmark events the introduction of glass fibre and metal 
as new materials but show that, despite the impact of these, traditional materials and techniques are still 
widely used. The paper will examine the Irish use of curraghs – from voyages in the time of St Columba, 
through the nineteenth and early twentieth century when they were in everyday use on the west coast of 
Ireland, to their continued use in the present day.  It will show that availability of materials, simplicity of 
construction and seaworthiness have remained key advantages. The paper will also identify the key 
features of Viking ships that are seen in many inshore boats today. It will discuss the benefits of a double-
ended approach in launching and sea-keeping, making such vessels particularly suited to both lifesaving 
and traditional fishing.  Finally, the paper will identify applications where modern materials have largely 
superseded traditional ones and others where traditional materials have maintained their pre-eminence. 

Tom Davis 
University 
of Glasgow 

Statements of Power or Places of Convenience? Re-use of prehistoric 
monuments in the Viking Age Norse burials of the Western Isles of Scotland. 

 
How did migration affect the ideology of Norse incomers to the British Isles? What strategies did they 
employ in negotiating identities and power and how are these reflected in the landscape? These are 
complex and difficult questions, to which there are many possible answers. This paper will seek to address 
some of these issues by highlighting and discussing one strand of evidence, the ways in which pagan 
Norse buried their dead in an archaeological landscape already containing many and upstanding 
monuments of both Christian and pre-Christian origins. In several locations in Scotland Norse apparently 
deliberately chose to bury in places marked out by prehistoric, non-Christian monuments. Was this a 
deliberate statement of power, pagan ideology, or simply a matter of convenience? How does it relate to 
how landscape Norse influence and power later developed in the region?  This paper will discuss this 
phenomenon, choosing case studies from the Western Isles of Scotland, the source material and the 
challenges faced by archaeologists and historians in modelling the development of Norse ideology, power, 
and influence in the Western Isles of Scotland during the Viking age. 

Jan Cox 
University 
of Leeds 

The Battle of Kringen: A momentous and meaningful event? 
 
The Battle of Kringen of 1612 is an event virtually unknown in Scotland, the country which provided nearly 
half of the participants. However, this is not the case in Norway where the four-hundred-year-old bloody 
encounter is part of folklore history. 
‘Sinclair’s Landing’, the representation of the landing of the Scottish forces painted by the well-known (in 
Norway) Romantic artist Adolph Tidemand was followed by a depiction of the encounter itself, ‘Battle of 
Kringen’ by Georg Nielsen Strømdal. These artworks represent visually the history, prose, poetry, music and 
dance that have ensued in Norway and become part of the country’s heritage. 
The wholesale slaughter at Kringen is now regarded as a ‘Romantic’ event; organisers of the four-hundred-
year anniversary in 2012 were keen to downplay the conflict and stress how it could engender concepts of 
peace and reconciliation in a modern context. The factors surrounding the event, particularly the favouring 
of George Sinclair’s role, is matched by the impact on Norwegian perceptions of its own national character, 
as well as on culture and clothing. How do these artistic representations of the Scottish landing and 
subsequent battle inform us of the way in which the encounter has been romanticised and interpreted by 
the victors? 
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Session 4a – Screening Room – 15:30-17:00 
Political Narratives and Voices 
Chair: Ryan Foster 

Sarah Hale  
Independent 
Scholar 

Union or Independence: A Comparison of Events  
in the Nordic Region in 1807 - 1815 and in Scotland in 2014 

• In 1808-1809 and in 1814-1815 two Northern European/Nordic ‘unions’ (Sweden-Finland and Denmark-
Norway) were split apart, mainly as a result of external events.  

• What was it that bound these two ‘double’ nation states together and what were the main reasons for 
them breaking apart?  

• What were the similarities in each case and what were the differences?  
• Were these splits inevitable or could they have been avoided?  
• What other factors were involved in both of these dramatic and life-changing events? 
• What were the main similarities and differences between these two splits and Scotland’s recent bid for 

independence from the UK, and why were the first two splits successful whilst Scotland’s 2014 bid to 
split from the UK was not? 

Victoria 
Ralph 
University 
College 
London 

The Aftermath of War in Kungahällas fall by Selma Lagerlöf. 
 
The long narrative poem Kungahällas fall (1894) is one of a number of Old Norse influenced  works set in 
medieval Kungahälla in Bohuslän on the west coast of Sweden (once part of Norway) by the 
geographically inspired Swedish author Selma Lagerlöf (1858-1940) and first woman to win the Nobel Prize 
for Literature in 1909. The destruction of Kungahälla by the Wends in 1135 was a landmark historical event 
from which the town never recovered. The Fall of Kungahälla was recorded by Snorri Sturluson (1179-1241) 
in Magnúss saga Blinda ok Harald Gilla (c.1130-36) in Heimskringla nearly a hundred years later and based 
on contemporary eye-witness accounts. By the time Lagerlöf wrote Kungahällas fall there were no 
remains to be found of the splendours of medieval Kungahälla where Sigurd Jorsalafarer, the Norwegian 
Crusader King built his royal castle and put a splinter of the Holy Cross in the church to protect the land. 
This Paper discusses how Lagerlöf uses Snorri‘s detailed narration of the Fall of Kungahälla (known as 
Konungahella in Heimskringla) to retell the aftermath of war from feminist and pacifist perspectives. It asks 
how the Christian Legend of the True Cross is rewritten through this feminist and pacifist narrative 
treatment.  

Lydia Crow 
University of 
the 
Highlands 
and Islands 

Another Dimension: The Increasing Importance of Social Media to Orcadian 
Communities 

  
Over the last few years there has been an increased interest in internet communities and what can be 
gleaned from the interaction of often anonymous individuals in online groups and forums. Increasingly, 
throughout 2014, the internet and particularly social media was used by individuals and groups to share 
information relating to the Independence Referendum and to convey personal opinion, often posted to 
instigate debate. 
Social media offers the researcher daily demonstrations of both conscious and unconscious expressions of 
identity through a user’s content and choice of language and dialect. Images are shared using common 
tags and labels, hashtags are utilised, and approval or agreement is demonstrated via the use of ‘favourite’ 
or ‘like’ tools. All of these interactions indicate something about a user’s identity with or within their 
community. 
There are many examples of members of Orcadian communities using the internet to create or enhance a 
sense of belonging, place or shared identity. This internet dimension has changed what it means for some 
to be part of a geographical community. 

Silke 
Reeploeg 
University of 
the 
Highlands 
and Islands 

Island Voices:  
The reception of Nordic Literature in the literatures of Orkney and Shetland 

 
This paper investigates the reception of Nordic Literature in Scotland, in particular the literatures of the 
Scottish Northern Isles.  The discussion focuses on two archipelagic writers from Scotland, the Orcadian 
George Mackay Brown and the Shetlander James John Haldane Burgess, whose works were influenced 
both directly and indirectly by Nordic literature.  While Mackay Brown repeatedly returned to themes 
associated with Icelandic saga literature (in particular the Orkneyinga Saga and related sagas of St 
Magnus), Haldane Burgess’ interest in Norse history and culture led to a focus on language (in particular 
Norwegian), and the importance of Shetland dialect as a uniquely ‘Nordic’ or ‘Northern’ literary form.  
Analysing several works by the authors, the paper will show the way in which writers (re)produce and 
adapt Nordic literary spaces within their own unique island voices, often using it to interrogate their 
relationship with Scottish/British literary spaces.  The resulting narratives in both poem and prose relate to 
wider issues of the reception of Nordic literature in Britain and Ireland, resulting in methodological 
challenges in using national literatures as normative forms of representing literary identities. 
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Session 4b – Lecture Theatre – 15:30-17:00 
Translation 
Chair: Ian Giles 

Charlotte 
Berry  
Alfred 
Gillett Trust 
(C & J Clark 
Ltd) 

“The Swedish was constantly showing through”:  
Chatto & Windus and their British translations of Maria Gripe 

 
Several works of Maria Gripe (1923-2007), author of Swedish children’s realism and fantasy novels, were 
published by Chatto & Windus during the late 1960s and 1970s. This paper will present a case study of the 
experiences of Chatto in bringing Gripe’s works to a British audience. Firstly, the standing of Chatto as a 
translating publisher and Gripe’s popularity as a translated author in the UK will be presented in order to place 
this case study in a wider publishing history context, drawing on the British National Bibliography. Secondly, 
focus will be given to the intricacies of commissioning and editing a translation for a juvenile audience. Issues 
such as author, text and translator selection and working with an American publisher and British paperback 
publishers on other editions will be considered, drawing extensively on editorial files held at the University of 
Reading. In this particular case, the translation process proved so complex and problematic for Chatto to the 
extent that they did not choose to expand the success of Gripe’s translations by working with other Swedish 
authors in the future. Finally, the question of ‘What Next?’ will be therefore explored, here in the Chatto context 
of ‘Nothing Next’. 

Agnes 
Broomé 
University 
College 
London 

In the Wake of the Crime Wave –  
How to Publish Scandinavian Fiction in Translation in the New Millennium 

 
Since the turn of the millennium, Scandinavian crime fiction has been astonishingly and unprecedentedly 
successful on the British market and around the world. As the tidal wave that seems to have crested with 
the publication of Stieg Larsson’s Millennium trilogy and Jo Nesbø’s Harry Hole series shows signs of 
ebbing, researchers and publishing professionals are left with a number of unanswered questions. How 
important is the nationality of a book in an international context? How does Scandinavian crime fiction 
success affect the commercial outlook of Scandinavian non-crime novels in translation? Can a 
Scandinavian identity be used to market non-crime fiction and if so, how? And, conversely, must 
Scandinavian fiction always be marketed as such or can other aspects of their identity be considered more 
important? In this paper I will first briefly outline the ways in which Scandinavian crime fiction has been 
endowed with and signalled its Scandinavian identity. I will then proceed to explore how publishers and 
promoters of Scandinavian non-crime fiction has engaged with the national origins of Scandinavian non-
crime novels in the twenty-first century. Consideration of several commercially successful and 
unsuccessful novels will begin to reveal the inescapability of national identification in literary marketing and 
the strategies employed in response to this. 

Nichola 
Smalley 
University 
College 
London 

Contemporary Urban Vernaculars in Swedish Literature - A Translator's Guide 
 
In Sweden over the last ten to fifteen years, a number of literary texts have been published that feature 
representations of contemporary urban vernaculars – styles of language characterised by their emergence 
in areas of high linguistic diversity. A number of these texts have been published in English translation, but 
there is a prevailing uncertainty in Translation Studies research concerning how to approach non-standard 
language of any kind – should one standardise, adapt or explain the language? Should a target language 
‘equivalent’ be sought? Perhaps a fictional ‘equivalent’ can be created? Given that theorists seem unable to 
agree on the question of how non-standard literary dialect is to be translated, it seems sensible to look in 
more detail at what translators do with theses texts and what they say about their own experiences, 
practices and decision-making processes. Accordingly, this paper looks at text analyses of published 
English translations of Swedish literary texts that feature representations of contemporary urban 
vernaculars, and with data from a survey conducted among working literary translators on their strategies 
for dealing with non-standard language. In doing so it provides an overview of practical approaches that 
can be used by other translators to shape their own strategies? 

Elizabeth 
Goodwin-
Andersson 
University 
of 
Edinburgh 

One Translation Fits All? A Comparison of British, American and Transatlantic 
Translations of Scandinavian Children’s Literature. 

 

This paper aims to ascertain the advantages and disadvantages of publishing bespoke translations for 
Anglophone countries over the streamlined compromise of a transatlantic translation in the case of 
Scandinavian children’s literature 
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Session 5a – Lecture Theatre – 10:40-12:10 
Conflicts in Context 
Chair: John Gilmour 

Charles Lee  
Université 
de Paris – 
Sorbonne 

Waiting for Citizenship:  
Perspectives on Changing Naturalization Policies in France and Denmark 

 
The goal of this paper is to explore the relationships that individuals build with the national and 
supranational bodies that legislate their access to citizenship. Based on 18 months of interviews with 
naturalisation applicants in Denmark and France, I attempt to identify the points where personal and 
national narrative collides, forcing one or the other to be reassessed or reinterpreted. Denmark and France 
are particularly interesting cases because of the contrasting models they establish for immigrant 
integration and the historical contexts that led to their respective ethno-national identities. Through the 
interviews and a look at migrant literature in the two countries, I attempt to problematise the Danish and 
French notions of national belonging and citizenship, as well as their codification and implementation. 
 

Barbara 
Tesio 
University 
of 
Edinburgh 

Discussing the role of literature in time of crisis moving from  
Pierre Andrezel’s The Angelic Avengers 

  
When Karen Blixen eventually admitted the authorship of the gothic novel The Angelic Avengers (1944) in 
her essay “Shadows on the grass” (1960), she defined it as her “lifesaving book”. The novel was written and 
published during the years of German occupation of Denmark, under the pseudonym of Pierre Andrezel. 
Blixen firmly denied its authorship in the following twenty years - as she believed the novel to be far from 
her usual highly cultivated style. Retrospectively defining it as “a lifesaving book”, Blixen’s statement though 
leads us to reflect on the importance of literature in time of social crisis. The aim of this paper is to use The 
Angelic Avengers as a starting point for questioning the classifications of low brow and highbrow literature 
borrowing theoretical tools from Umberto Eco, Antonio Gramsci and Franco Moretti. 
 

Karianne 
Hansen 
University 
of 
Edinburgh 

Norwegians, Nazis and Auschwitz 
 
This paper aims at documenting the experience of Norwegian racial and political enemies of the Third 
Reich in Auschwitz. The fate of these people, at the most symbolic centre of the Holocaust, has been 
neglected by scholars in Norway and abroad. Almost 800 Norwegians were deported to Auschwitz directly 
or via other camps, in which over half were gassed upon arrival and only 40 or so survived imprisonment. 
The majority of those selected for forced labour were sent directly to Auschwitz III – Monowitz, where they 
endured hardship and inhumane treatment from the very beginning. It is thus the aim of this paper to 
discuss their experiences and why most of them eventually perished in the enormous Auschwitz complex. 
Drawing on primary sources from the Auschwitz archive as well as survivor memoirs, the paper will provide 
valuable insights into how Norwegians suffered in Auschwitz. It will also place the Norwegian experience at 
Auschwitz in a wider context of Nazi racial ideology in Norway during the occupation of 1940-1945.  
 

Eleanor 
Parker 
University 
of Oxford 

The Aftermath of Conquest in the Encomium Emmae Reginae 
 
After the Danish king Svein Forkbeard and his son Cnut conquered England in 1013-16, England was for 
nearly thirty years part of a Scandinavian empire, during a period shaped by the after-effects of a lengthy 
and violent conquest. The narrative of this conquest and its aftermath was given its fullest official form in 
the Encomium Emmae Reginae, commissioned by Cnut’s widow Emma during the brief reign of their son 
Harthacnut, 1040-2, but this text tells the story of the Danish conquest in a highly selective fashion, written 
in and for a tense political situation and aimed at a mixed Anglo-Danish audience at court. This paper will 
discuss how the Encomium deals with the consequences of conquest, both those it admits to and those it 
chooses to suppress; in particular, it will consider what the Encomium can tell us about the political uses of 
Norse legends associated with earlier Danish conquerors of England and the long history of Anglo-
Scandinavian interaction. 
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Session 5b – G.05 – 10:40-12:10 
Linguistics 
Chair: Professor Caroline Heycock 

Martina 
Otruba 
University 
of Vienna 

Faroese noun inflection in a West-Nordic context 
 
In general, Faroese is talked about as an Insular-Scandinavian language which has a lot in common with 
Icelandic. This might be true in terms of the Faroese (written) language being a highly inflective language 
compared to the Mainland-Scandinavian languages, i.e. Danish, Swedish, Norwegian Bokmål and 
Norwegian Nynorsk. Furthermore, the (etymologically based) orthography is quite similar to Icelandic.  
In terms of spoken language there cannot be seen as many similarities with Icelandic though, and instead a 
comparison with “archaic” Norwegian dialects might have to be taken into account. With West-Norwegian 
dialects (mainly those of the Sogn, Voss and Hardanger regions) in mind, Faroese can – at least to some 
extent – be seen as a “missing link” between Norwegian and Old Norse, as today’s Faroese could easily 
resemble an earlier stage of nowadays’ Norwegian.  
Beside Norwegian, Faroese is closely related to Norn, the extinct language of the Shet- lands and Orkneys.  
In addition to an overview about the morphological changes from Old Norse to modern Faroese, mutual 
developments in the noun inflection of Faroese, Norn and West-Norwegian as well as Norwegian Nynorsk 
are to be discussed.  

Elyse 
Jamieson 
University 
of 
Edinburgh 

An investigation of verb raising in the Shetland dialect of Scots 
 
The dialect spoken in the Shetland Islands has strong links to its Nordic neighbours. Historically, 
Shetlanders spoke Norn, a Scandinavian language similar to the dialects of west Norway. When Shetland 
was gifted to Scotland as part of a dowry during the 15th century, Scots became its official language – but 
the language contact between Scots and Norn spanned centuries, leaving a modern day Scottish dialect 
heavily influenced by its Scandinavian foundations. 
My research focuses on a number of sentence structures in the syntax of Shetland dialect, which have ties 
to this Nordic linguistic history. These licence examples such as: 

1) Whit tinks du? 
2) Keep du clear o him!  
3) I axed wir dey comin in but she said no. 
4) Kens du him? 

I will present raw data of acceptability judgments given by dialect speakers on a selection of these 
constructions. As well as contributing towards more general discussion on syntactic variation and change, 
looking at the differences in judgments given by three different age groups of dialect speakers allows us to 
examine the variation and change happening within Shetland dialect syntax, and thus the dialect’s ongoing 
shift away from its Nordic roots. 

Ruairidh 
Tarvet 
University 
of 
Edinburgh 

Language contact in Southern Scandinavia:  
An overview of the current state of language contact in Southern Jutland. 

 
Little research has been done since the 1980s on the language contact phenomena taking place at 
Scandinavia's southernmost border. This paper seeks to reignite interest in Scandinavian language contact 
theory- moving away from the modern temptation to focus on the influence of English on the Scandinavian 
languages and looking closely at the development and decline of the 'original' Germanic languages and 
dialects spoken in these areas. This paper will also draw in references to several other current and past 
language contact situations across Scandinavia to further illustrate the effects of heavy contact and predict 
a possible pattern of language/dialect death in Southern Jutland. 

Pavel Iosad 
University 
of 
Edinburgh 

An echoing tone: pitch accent parallels in Scandinavia and Scotland 
 
In this paper I consider the origin of pitch accents in North Germanic languages, with particular attention to 
systems that postdate the development of Norwegian and Swedish two-accent pattern and Danish stød. I 
focus on the Central Scandinavian 'circumflex accent' and on the interaction of tone and apocope in 
Zealand Danish, and argue that in both cases an accent contrast arises from the imposition of originally 
identical tonal melodies on different temporal domains. The plausibility of this analysis supports the similar 
account of the origin of the two-accent system due to Oftedal (1952). 
Having established the likely mechanism for the genesis of this contrast in North Germanic, I show that an 
exactly parallel reconstruction can be offered for similar phenomena in Scottish Gaelic. I discuss the 
implications of this finding for the hypothesis that pitch accents were introduced into Gaelic as a result of 
language shift by Norse settlers in the Western Isles. In particular, I consider the possibility of an internally 
triggered innovation being reinforced by close contact with a language undergoing a very similar process, 
in light of the fact that the North Germanic pitch accent must have arisen more or less contemporaneously 
with the Gaelic one. 
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Session 6a – Lecture Theatre – 13:10-14:40 
Belief Systems 
Chair: Dr Alan Macniven 

Anna 
Ulrikke 
Andersen 
University 
College 
London 

Re-enacting architectures:  
Following Christian Norberg-Schulz from Norway to Italy. 

 
The Norwegian architectural theoretician Christian Norberg-Schulz (1926 - 2000) established himself within 
the international scene of architecture with his theory of genius loci, or the spirit of the place, suggesting 
that the architect must consider the unique spirit of each place to create meaningful architecture (Norberg-
Schulz, 1980). In my ongoing PhD research I argue that his own frequent international travelling and first 
hand experience of various places, including his favoured destination Italy and his native Norway, was key 
in his theoretical development. I explore related questions through filmmaking. With my film project 
Following Christian Norberg-Schulz (2014), I embark on a journey from Norway to Italy, re-enacting a series 
of Norberg-Schulz’s journeys, seeking his views/viewpoints and frames by visiting windows he left, 
travelled behind, arrived and at returned to. Windows, both in the sense of actual architectural elements, 
but also in a more metaphorical meaning, as in views and frames, through his photography, theoretical 
writings and exhibition design. Tackling “what happens next” from the position of the re-enacter and 
follower, this paper aims at discussing what re-enactment as a methodology of architectural history could 
open up for, also including screening of the film. 

Katia 
Fernández 
University 
of 
Edinburgh 

Old-Heroic Attitudes as Motivations for Scandinavian Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
 
This paper explores practises of travel, expedition and pillaging that characterised the Viking era within a 
Late Medieval Christian context, through the lens of established Christian traditions of pilgrimage and 
crusading. In addition to saga material, historical documents such as the pilgrimage itinerary of the 
Icelandic Benedictine abbot Nikulás Bergþorsson effectively provide a reliable approach into Scandinavian 
travel for Christian purposes. As historian Joyce Hill expresses, “the expedition as a prestige enhancing 
journey” was an important view on Scandinavian pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Previous old-heroic or 
pagan-cultural traditions easily transitioned into Christian practise, while they remained embedded in 
Scandinavian culture. By briefly placing the pilgrimage itinerary of Nikulás Bergþorsson from Iceland to 
Jerusalem as a parallel to Icelandic sagas equally dealing with pilgrimage and crusading practise, I will 
explore the pagan-cultural traditions that remained present within Christian practises. The value of travel, 
expedition and pillage remained inherently present in these Scandinavian travellers—not as a perpetuation 
of pagan practises, but as part of old-heroic behaviour and custom. Additionally, I will equally consider the 
phasing of the Christian transition through archaeological and art historical evidence, providing visual 
support to the literary accounts discussed. 

Rebecca 
Starr 
University 
of Leeds 

Theosophy, Anthroposophy and the Non-Western:Influences in the Life and 
Work of Hilma af Klint, Sweden’s First Abstract Artist 

 
Hilma af Klint was born in Sweden, in 1862. Having received formal artistic training her studies often 
depicted scenes from nature. Between 1906 and 1915, however, af Klint created a radical new body of work 
that was not exhibited for at least twenty years after her death, in 1944. Following on from Kandinsky and 
preceding the work of many modernists, af Klint created 193 abstract paintings known collectively as The 
Temple Series, inspired by her interest in mysticism, non-Western spiritualism and theosophy. Along with a 
group of fellow female artists, ‘De Fem’, af Klint explored how spirituality could influence her work; 
believing that she was in contact with higher realms of consciousness when painting her abstract images. 
During this intense period of creativity, af Klint befriended the anthroposopher Rudolf Steiner. Through their 
correspondence af Klint discovered imagery from non-Western art, something which clearly influenced 
The Temple Series. A recent exhibition has showcased her work to an international audience and was even 
displayed as part of the 2013 Venice Biennale. My research, therefore, seeks to analyse how spiritualist 
movements with non-Western roots helped to shape, not only, af Klint’s art, but her identity, and the impact 
that her work has since had on Swedish art. 

Shane 
McLeod 
University 
of Stirling 

What happened next?  
Early Norse burial strategies in Scandinavian Scotland 

 
Despite the historic record of raids from the 790s, to date all known pagan Scandinavian burials in Scotland 
date from c. 850, a date which is also thought by many to mark the beginning of Scandinavian settlement. 
Consequently, accompanied burial and settlement, with its associated take-over of existing settlements 
and estates, are linked. This paper examines burials associated with Christian cemeteries and looks at what 
the choice of burial site may say about interactions between the migrants and local populations. 
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Session 6b – G.05 – 13:10-14:40 
Gender 
Chair: Professor Helena Forsås-Scott 

Emma 
Lundin 
Birkbeck 

Zipped lists and parliamentary quotas: 
Gender equality and party politics in Sweden and South Africa 

 
The early 1990s was a time in which several political parties around the world made great progress in their 
work towards gender equality. This was the result of the remarkable strength of party and parliamentary 
feminists, who organised international and transnational communities into lobby groups to push equal 
gender representation up on the political agenda.  
This paper will look at the Swedish Social Democratic Party (SAP) and the African National Congress of 
South Africa (ANC) – two very interconnected organisations – and how women in these parties pursued 
gender equality. Their work culminated in the introduction of gender quotas (in SAP's case through zipped 
lists, while the ANC ensured that 30 per cent of its MPs were women) which resulted in the most gender-
equal parliaments yet in both countries in the aftermath of the 1994 general elections.  
The paper will discuss the transnational origins of the quotas and their implementation, tapping into the 
conference's 'What happens next?' theme. The paper will conclude that the quota discussions were part of 
a worldwide movement to correct gender representation in parliament; a process instigated by 
Scandinavian countries through the Socialist International, giving South Africa's women a convincing 
source of power and strength as they sought to transform the apartheid regime into a non-racist and non-
sexist democracy.  

Cristina 
Sandu 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Multiculturalism as a Source of Experimentation and Creativity in Finnish 
Literature 

In this paper I will discuss two writers who describe life in Finland from the perspective of their foreign 
backgrounds. Sofi Oksanen, a Finnish-Estonian, and Alexandra Salmela, a Slovakian, have written 
protagonists who experience Finnish society as both insiders and outsiders, as they mirror themselves in 
their surroundings through their Estonian and Slovakian heritage. My interest lies in analysing how this 
bicultural situation is reflected in the language and form of Oksanen’s Stalins’ Cows (2003) and Salmela’s 
27, Or Death Makes the Artist (2010). In Oksanen’s novel the form is inhabited by different languages, 
customs, and views that penetrate the protagonist’s thinking. Salmela’s novel, written in ungrammatical 
Finnish, reflects this biculturalism at a linguistic level. In my paper I will examine how works such as those 
by Oksanen and Salmela are taking Finnish literature in new directions and setting trends, in which the 
bilingualism and biculturalism have become sources of experimentation. My paper will draw upon the 
work of Elwira M. Grossman, a pioneer in the examination of works written by women who have lived in 
different countries and often write in languages that are not their own.  

Isabella 
Wodzka 
Independent 
Scholar 

Female Image in Danish Women's Magazines 
 
The aim of my presentation will be to compare and contrast two images of women in Denmark – the one 
offered by popular magazines and the other established in the collective consciousness of the Danish 
society. In order to do so, five lifestyle magazines for women will be chosen and analysed in terms of 
images, layout, articles, advertisements, language and style. The results will then be discussed with regard 
to feminist and gender studies theories, and compared to the commonly received idea of gender equality 
and female independence prevailing in Denmark, and in Scandinavia in general. 
In my paper I shall propose that there exists a considerable gap between the common image of the 
Scandinavian/Danish woman, strong, well-educated and self-sufficient, and the image offered by the 
analysed magazines. They seem to reduce women to subjects interested only in fashion and beauty, and 
unable to live without men. Following Judith Butler's theory, this means that Danish media, in stead of 
supporting gender equality and women's rights, are reinforcing the negative, superficial aspects of 
femininity by conveying and presenting gender-stereotyped roles and activities. 

Kitty Corbet 
Milward 
University of 
Edinburgh 

From After Sunset to Summer Night:  
Kitty Kielland and the irresistibility of Norway’s uplands and lowlands. 

The success of After Sunset in French and Scandinavian circles during 1885 ensured that the woman 
behind the painting, Kitty Kielland, was by no means unknown when she participated in the Fleskum 
Summer the following year. Yet Kielland’s involvement in one of Norway’s first artists’ colonies must be 
regarded as inherent for the development of a stronger national identity by way of a novel style of 
landscape painting invested in the various moods of Norwegian nature. Kielland thereafter spent her 
career responding to the freedom of her homeland, with artworks like Summer Night working in defence 
of the tranquil splendors of Norway’s natural environment ever threatened by the escalating noise and 
pollution of Kristiania’s industrial revolution. This presentation will address the impact of the Fleskum 
Summer on Kielland’s sense of self: as a single woman, as a professional artist and as a Norwegian 
naturally wedded to, and defined by, the open landscape If the events of 1886 demand attention with 
regards to the development of a new chapter in the history of Norwegian art, so too do they provide an 
interesting case vis-a-vis the emergence of Norway’s female painter, who confidently explored rugged 
uplands and lowlands in search of a subject. 
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Session 7 – Lecture Theatre – 15:00-16:30 
Contacts 
Chair: Dr Arne Kruse 

Stefan 
Drechsler 
University 
of 
Aberdeen 

Thieves and gallows: The Þjófabálkr-chapter in illuminated 14th century 
Icelandic Jónsbók-manuscripts 

 
In my paper I will present parts of my current interdisciplinary research. By doing so I will present selected 
illuminated initials found in 14th century illuminated Icelandic copies of the vernacular law Jónsbók. All 
initials introduce the chapter about theft (Þjófabálkr). By using their specific text-variations and pictorial 
representations as examples I will explain their overall compositions and in consequence show possibilities 
how to archive cultural and social-historical information about the different suggested places of 
production. This will be done by using a combined and highly interdisciplinary method containing 
techniques of the network studies, the so-called Interpicturality and several aspects of modern semiotic 
research. It will be questioned if the writers and illuminators at the suggested places of production really 
worked as isolated as art historians and philologists argued for in the past. Thus, the possibility of a 
constant of place will be discussed: a use of common iconographic and textual techniques that not only 
show that the writers and illuminators shared several (interdisciplinary) features within one place of 
production but also collaborated between different scriptoria.  
 

Marc 
Chivers 
University 
of the 
Highlands 
and Islands 

The boat import trade between Shetland and Norway. 
 
Within this paper, I will discuss what is known about the Norwegian timber and boat trade with Shetland. I 
will relate this evidence to my current research into the relationship between the Norwegian boat trade, 
and its material cultural influence on the development of the traditional, small, open Shetland fishing boats, 
which in turn, will challenge the popular belief that the Shetland boat is Viking in Origin. 
In the past, boat transport was an everyday necessity for the folk of Shetland, whose relationship with 
Nordic boat culture can be traced to the arrival and settlement of the Norse, circa AD 800. Shetland, at that 
time, will have had little in the way of trees suitable for boatbuilding and boat repair. It is therefore assumed 
that these Norse settlers will have brought with them timber for boat repair and boat construction. It is also 
presumed that the Norse will have transported from their homeland of western Norway (a two-day sail to 
the east) in their ships, four and six oared boats. The first written evidence for a trading relationship 
between Shetland and Norway is made in 1186, and it is known that this trade continued until the mid 
1800’s by which time Shetland had developed its own unique types of four and six oared boats. 

 
Patrick 
Jolicoeur 
University 
of Glasgow 

Meeting at the analytical crossroads:  
the present and future of cultural contacts between the Dorset, Norse, and 

Thule in the eastern Canadian Arctic and Greenland 
 
The nature of contact between the Dorset, Norse, and Thule in the eastern Canadian Arctic and Greenland 
has been questioned since the 17th century Danish expeditions travelled to Greenland in search of the “lost” 
Norse colony. However, archaeological evidence that may shed light on this question of contact has only 
been discovered in the past 40 years. It is only in the past 15 years that intensive research on this topic has 
been undertaken. This paper will present a short overview of the known evidence that illuminates our 
understanding of the dynamics of the Arctic cultural landscape between the 10th and 16th centuries. In so 
doing, a way forward will be proposed on how researchers may tackle the potentially complex issue of 
Arctic cultural contacts. The growing body of evidence invites interdisciplinary inquiry from researchers 
studying radiocarbon dating, archaeometallurgy, geoarchaeology, geology, zooarchaeology, stable isotope 
analysis, history, and even historical linguistics. Ultimately, it is at the crossroads of these seemingly 
disparate lines of analysis that the extent of Arctic interaction may be fully realised. 
 

Adam 
Grimshaw 
University 
of St 
Andrews 

The Developing Relationship of England and Sweden, 1650-1700 
 
Despite the fleeting advances of the Tudor age, the relationship between England and Sweden did not 
experience sustained and direct contact until the second half of the seventeenth century. The promotion of 
Cromwell’s Protectorate supplanted the Scottish Stuart diplomatic corps in favour of a continuous body of 
English representatives. At the same time, Sweden’s control over their own exports facilitated direct trade 
with English merchants at the expense of foreign middlemen. From the 1650s, England and Sweden 
developed a complicated but symbiotic relationship, often with opposing goals that had international 
consequences. This paper views the various political and diplomatic machinations, as well as the 
commercial considerations, that underpinned the first era of direct Anglo-Swedish relations. 
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Session 8 – Lecture Theatre – 16:50-18:20 
Nation and Identities 
Chair: Dr Pietari Kääpä 

Essi 
Viitanen 
University 
College 
London 

Aho&Soldan: Filming a modern Finland 
 
This paper examines the short films Heikki Aho and Björn Soldan produced between 1925 and 1940. 
Aho&Soldan Co. played a significant role in imagining the aesthetic of a modern Finland by exploring 
themes of rhythm and abstract framing in their industrial films. The body of cinematic work, consisting 
mainly of industrial and tourist films, is situated at the fascinating intersection of art and industry. The 
brothers drew influences from international film style and adapted them to portray Finland amid 
industrialisation. I discuss Aho&Soldan’s work in the context a recent theoretical writings on useful cinema, 
and consider the importance of short films as tools in nation building. I will be using the 1940 short film 
Finlandia as an example of the political agency short films had in projecting a vision of nationhood abroad 
and addressing wartime alliances. The paper considers how Aho&Soldan’s short films imagined the future 
of Finland and how their stylistic innovations translated this vision onto the screen. 
 

Marja 
Lahelma 
University 
of 
Edinburgh/ 
University 
of Helsinki 

Nordic Art and Mythical ‘Northernness’ Around the Year 1900 
 
A certain ‘cult of the north’ was present in late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Europe, and the 
stereotypical notions that were constructed in this context continue to affect our understanding of Nordic 
art and its place in the history f modern art. The mythically constructed notion of the north had various 
connotations, such as purity, originality, and subjectivity, which are closely related to other art historical 
concepts of the period. ‘Northernness’ was defined as an abstract concept that frequently appeared as an 
opposite for Central European ‘decadence.’  It was also connected to nationalistic ideologies that were 
prevalent in all Nordic countries during this period. This paper examines the different meanings and 
associations of this conception, exploring its origins as well as its effect on artistic production, art criticism, 
and the construction of identities. The focus is on Nordic art, but the idea of ‘mythical northernness’ can 
also be associated with the art of other northern regions.  A more thorough examination of this concept 
may help us to construct alternative perspectives into the development of modern art that previously has 
been dominated by the French perspective. 
 

William 
Norman 
University 
of 
Cambridge 

Savages and Slaves: Scotland in the Icelandic Family Sagas. 
 
An exploration of the portrayal of Scotland and the Scots in the Íslendingasögur, allowing a set of assertions 
to be made about the stereotypical views held by medieval Icelanders of Scots and Scotland.  Passages 
dealing with the activities of Icelandic Vikings in Scotland combined with the characters, behaviour and 
status of Scots in Iceland and abroad repeatedly emphasise the same themes and stereotypes in their 
depictions.  Assumptions that medieval Scots were notably barbaric, cowardly, and easy targets for raiding 
cannot have been particularly historical.  However, they are consistent in the Icelandic literature of the time 
and, therefore, widely held at least in Iceland and perhaps across the Nordic world.  A consideration of 
possible explanations including literary convenience, historical bias and self-justification will engage with 
the undercurrents the texts seem to suggest were current in medieval Icelandic society.  The talk will 
conclude with a brief consideration of ways in which this particular tradition of Scottish stereotypes persists 
today.  By looking back at some of the earliest foreign portrayals of Scotland and its people it will become 
clear that romantic literary depictions of Scotland are as old as the country itself. 
 

Ersev Ersoy 
University 
of 
Edinburgh 

Eighteenth-Century Epic: Nation in Ossian and Kalevala 
 
This paper will explore the reception of Macpherson’s Ossian in Finland and its influence on the 
appearance of the Kalevala (1835-49). It will address the treatment of belief, tradition and memory in these 
synthesised epics in order to examine their influence on the construction of national identities. 
Macpherson is regarded a significant figure in the rediscovery of Scottish Gaelic heritage in the eighteenth 
century. The romanticised image of a heroic past created in the Poems of Ossian (1760-65) influenced and 
inspired several writers in Europe even centuries after their appearance. With similar Romantic ideals, 
Lönnrot created the Kalevala only to realise that what he gathered would illustrate the origins of the Finnish 
nation—a necessary notion for raising national awareness. 
The study will also focus on the authors to investigate the motives behind the publications of these texts. It 
will present a brief analogy of themes and motifs analysing how tradition can be used to bring social 
transformation. 
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PARTICIPANTS 

 

Anna Ulrikke 
Andersen 
University 
College 
London 

Anna Ulrikke Andersen holds a BA in Art History from the University of Oslo and a MA in Architectural 
History from UCL. She is currently a MPhil/PhD candidate of architectural design at The Bartlett 
School of Architecture, UCL, where her research focuses on the authorship of Christian Norberg-
Schulz and his discussions of windows.  

Jamie Barnes  
University of 
Glasgow 

I am currently undertaking a PhD in Archaeology at the University of Glasgow with a focus on Viking 
Age stone sculpture. Prior to this I achieved my undergraduate honours degree in Archaeology and 
my postgraduate masters degree in Celtic and Viking Archaeology, both also at the University of 
Glasgow. 

Charlotte 
Berry  
Alfred Gillett 
Trust 

Charlotte studied Danish and English at Edinburgh and trained as an archivist at Aberystwyth. She 
completed a PhD on British translations of Nordic children’s literature, 1950-2000, at Edinburgh in 2013, 
which included case studies of Oxford University Press and Turton & Chambers. She is Head of 
Collections at the Alfred Gillett Trust (Clarks), Somerset. 

Joanne 
Bolland  
University of 
Manchester 

I am a Ph.d student at the University of Manchester although I live in Liverpool.  My specialisation is 
Norwegian music and my current topic developed from my Masters dissertation which concerned the 
role of German romanticism on Norwegian nationalism. In addition to this I am a director of the 
Scandinavian church in Liverpool. 

Agnes Broomé 
University 
College 
London 

Agnes Broomé is a PhD student at University College London’s Scandinavian Department. Her 
research falls within the field of literary sociology and focuses on the function and fortune of 
contemporary Swedish fiction on the British market. She also works as a literary translator from the 
Scandinavian languages to English.  

Mads Bunch 
University of 
Copenhagen 

Mads Bunch in currently Assistant Professor in the Department of Scandinavian Studies and 
Linguistics at the University of Copenhagen. He was previously Lecturer in Danish at the University of 
British Columbia, Canada.  

Laura Chapot 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Laura is a 3rd year PhD candidate in Comparative Literature. She is investigating the construction of 
the rhetoric of Decadence across different cultural discourses within and across the German and 
Scandinavian fin de siècle contexts. She has previously been co-editor of FORUM, the University of 
Edinburgh's Postgraduate Journal of Culture and the Arts. 
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Marc Chivers 
University of 
the Highlands 
and Islands 

I am a second year, full-time, PhD student at the University of the Highlands & Islands, Centre for 
Nordic Studies, Shetland. My research subject is the Shetland boat: history; folklore & construction. In 
September 2013 I moved from Dartmouth in Devon where I was working as a wooden boatbuilder. 

Pei-sze Chow 
University 
College 
London 

I am in the final year of my PhD examining moving image representations of the Øresund region 
through a ‘small nation cinema’ perspective. Publications include Illuminating the North, the 
conference proceedings of NRN 2013, and an essay on The Bridge currently in preparation for an 
upcoming volume on cinema and the postindustrial city. 

Chris 
Cooijmans 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Chris is a 1st year PhD candidate in Scandinavian Studies examining the Viking Age in the Low 
Countries in the context of Scandinavian encroachment onto the continent. He holds a degree in 
Medieval and Celtic Studies from Utrecht University and an MSc in Medieval History from the 
University of Edinburgh. Other interests include medieval palaeography and Scottish heritage 
conservation. 

Jan Cox  
University of 
Leeds 

Jan D. Cox was awarded a BA in 2005 at Oxford Brookes University - where his work on Christopher 
Wood won the Jeanne Sheehy Memorial Prize - and a subsequent MA at the University of Bristol. He 
was then chief researcher for a project that placed online Wyndham Lewis’s art criticism in The 
Listener, and has since been awarded a PhD scholarship by the University of Leeds. His PhD 
concentrates on the success of Nordic art in Europe from 1878 to 1889, and forms part of a larger 
project entitled “Nordic Art: The Modern Breakthrough”, which culminated in highly-successful 
exhibitions in Germany and The Netherlands. Jan has addressed conferences at universities in Oxford, 
Belfast, Montreal and Oslo, and at Tate Britain, Tate St. Ives, Statens Museum for Kunst and The 
Courtauld Institute. 

Lydia Crow 
University of 
the Highlands 
and Islands 

Lydia Crow is a distance learning research student based at the Centre for Nordic Studies at the 
University of the Highlands and Islands, undertaking research into Orcadian identities and specifically 
folklore's role in their creation and continuity. 

Martin Sejer 
Danielsen  
University of 
Copenhagen 

My theoretical point of departure is my MA-thesis, Mellem stednavne og sagn [= “Between Place-
Names and Legends”], from august 2013. Currently I am working on a similar topic as a PhD-student at 
the Name Research Section, Department of Nordic Research, University of Copenhagen. 

Tom Davis  
University of 
Glasgow 

I am a Ph. D. candidate in Archaeology at the University of Glasgow, having completed my 
undergraduate degree in Archaeology and my Master’s degree in Celtic and Viking Archaeology, also 
both at Glasgow. My Master's thesis concerned the re-use of prehistoric monuments by Vikings in 
Scotland as places of burial. My current research is concerned with animal sacrifice in Viking pagan 
ritual and belief. 
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Deborah 
Dawkin 
University 
College 
London / 
British Library 

Deborah Dawkin is currently working on an ARHC Collaborative PhD with UCL and British Library. In 
2013, in a move to include more translators in their collection, the British Library acquired the archive 
of Michael Meyer. It is this rich archive that lies at the heart of her research.  The working title for her 
thesis is: What made Meyer so successful as a theatre translator? Deborah is also interested in the 
history of translation and the wider agency and social visibility of translators. 

Stefan 
Drechsler 
University of 
Aberdeen 

I am a PhD student at the Centre for Scandinavian Studies at the University of Aberdeen. My main 
academic interest lies in the interdisciplinary research of Old Norse Manuscript Studies and Medieval 
Nordic Book Painting, in particular 14th century Icelandic illuminations. 

Ersev Ersoy 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Ersev received her MSc and PhD in Comparative Literature from the University of Edinburgh. She has 
been actively involved in the university’s academic community, in a number of roles within the School 
of Literatures, Languages and Cultures. Her main research interests include Scottish literature, Celtic 
Revival, 19th century print culture and memory studies. 

Katia 
Fernández 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Katia Fernández is a postgraduate student at Edinburgh University, currently undertaking an MSc in 
Art in the Global Middle ages. Her primary research interests delve on transcultural interactions 
between Scandinavia and the Middle-East in the Early Medieval period. She has published a paper 
entitled “The Barozzi Oracula Leonis: The Reinterpretation of Byzantine Prophecy in a Venetian 
Renaissance Context” in UBC’s 2013 Undergraduate Journal of Art History and also presented a paper 
on "Mughal Painting: Selective Appropriations and Explorations of the ‘Other’ in Occidental and 
Oriental Ambits" at UBC’s 2014 Undergraduate Art History Symposium. 

Helena 
Forsås-Scott 
University of 
Edinburgh / 
University 
College 
London 

Helena Forsås-Scott was Professor of Swedish and Gender Studies at University College London 
(retired 2010). She is now an Honorary Professor at the University of Edinburgh. Her research focuses 
on writing by women, with an emphasis on narrative, intermediality and ecocriticism. She has 
published Swedish Women's Writing 1850-1995(1997) and Re-Writing the Script: Gender and 
Community in Elin Wägner (2009; 2nd ed. 2014), and her edited volumes include Textual Liberation: 
European Feminist Writing in the Twentieth Century(1991; reprint 2014). With Lisbeth Stenberg and 
Bjarne Th. Thomsen she has edited Re-Mapping Lagerlöf: Performance, Intermediality and European 
Transmissions(2014). She is currently working on a study of Kerstin Ekman. 

Ryan Foster  
University of 
Edinburgh 

Ryan Foster is a 2nd year PhD candidate in Scandinavian Studies. His research examines place name 
elements during the Viking Age in a highly interdisciplinary study. Ryan holds a degree in History and 
Geography from Nottingham Trent, a PGCE in in Geography from the University of Nottingham, and an 
MA in Lake District Studies from Lancaster University. He previously worked as a Geography teacher. 
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Ian Giles 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Ian Giles is a 2nd year PhD candidate in Scandinavian Studies, and is researching the transmission of 
Scandinavian literature to the UK during a long 20th century. He holds a degree in Scandinavian 
Studies and an MSc in Translation Studies, both from the University of Edinburgh. He is a published 
translator and a member of the Swedish-English Literary Translators’ Association managing 
committee. He is the NRN2015 organising committee chair. 

John Gilmour 
University of 
Edinburgh 

John Gilmour is Honorary Fellow in Scandinavian Studies at the University of Edinburgh. He holds an 
MSc in Second World War Studies and another MSc in Scandinavian Studies. He is the author of 
Sweden, the Swastika and Stalin (2010, Edinburgh University Press) and the co-editor of Hitler’s 
Scandinavian Legacy (2013, Bloomsbury) together with Jill Stephenson. 

Elizabeth 
Goodwin-
Andersson  
University of 
Edinburgh 

Elizabeth Goodwin-Andersson is currently in the final stages of a PhD in Translation Studies at the 
University of Edinburgh, where she also obtained her undergraduate and masters degrees. 

Adam 
Grimshaw 
University of St 
Andrews 

Adam is a second year PhD student at the University of St Andrews. While his PhD focuses on Anglo-
Swedish commerce in the seventeenth century, his research takes into account wider associations 
between Britain and Scandinavia throughout the early modern period. Adam’s research is funded by 
the AHRC. He is currently a guest researcher at Stockholm University.  

Anne Grydehøj 
University of 
Kent 

Anne Grydehøj is in the third year of her PhD at the University of Kent where she is also a member of 
staff, teaching French and Danish as an associate lecturer. Her PhD is a comparative project 
investigating the representation of marginalised identities in contemporary French and Scandinavian 
crime fiction. 

Sarah Hale  
Independent 
Scholar 

Sarah Hale holds a Graduate Diploma in Russian and Eastern European Studies from CREAS at the 
University of Melbourne. She is a former lecturer at the Norwegian School of Management in Tromsø. 
She currently works as a freelance translator, writer and historian. 

Karianne 
Hansen 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Karianne Hansen is a student of the MSc Contemporary History programme at the University of 
Edinburgh. She holds an undergraduate degree in History from the University of Bergen, Norway, and 
has worked at the North Sea Traffic Museum in Bergen as well as Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum 
in Poland.  

Caroline 
Heycock 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Caroline Heycock is Professor of Syntax at the University of Edinburgh. She recently worked on a 3-
year project examining variation and change in Faroese syntax. She is Co-Editor of the Journal of 
Linguistics and a member of the Network for Scandinavian Dialect Syntax. 
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Lorna Hill  
University of 
Stirling 

I have an LLB, a PG Diploma in Newspaper Journalism and a MA in Creative Writing. My professional 
background is in journalism, marketing and PR. I have been awarded an AHRC studentship (2014-2017) 
for my research at Stirling University where I am being supervised by Dr Liam Murray Bell and 
Professor Claire Squires. 

Pavel Iosad 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Pavel Iosad is a linguist specializing in phonology, focusing on Celtic and North Germanic languages. 
He received his PhD from the University of Tromsø in 2013 with a thesis on the sound patterns of 
Welsh and Breton. He is currently Lecturer in Theoretical Phonology at the University of Edinburgh. 

Elyse 
Jamieson 
University of 
Edinburgh 

I am an MSc by Research student in English Language at the University of Edinburgh. I am primarily 
interested in syntactic variation and change, and my current project is entitled “An Investigation of V-
to-C Verb Raising in the Shetland dialect of Scots”. 

Patrick 
Jolicoeur 
University of 
Glasgow 

Originally from Canada, Patrick’s love for Arctic archaeology was first ignited during his undergraduate 
studies at the University of Victoria. He is currently a first year doctoral candidate at the University of 
Glasgow where he plans on continuing his research on the nature of Arctic cultural contacts. 

Pietari Kääpä 
University of 
Stirling 

Pietari Kääpä is Lecturer in Media and Communications at University of Stirling. His work synergizes 
transnational and ecocritical media studies, with a specific focus on how these concerns play out in 
the Nordic context. Book publications include Ecology and Contemporary Nordic Cinema (2014), The 
Cinema of Mika Kaurismäki (2011) and several collections on Finnish film culture (including Directory of 
World Cinema: Finland, 2012 and World Film Locations: Helsinki, 2012). Coedited collections include 
Nordic Genre Film: Small Nation Film Culture in the Global Marketplace (2015) and Transnational 
Ecocinema: Film Culture in an Era of Ecological Transformation (2013). He currently works on a project 
on environmental media management in the Nordic countries, funded by a grant from the British 
Academy. 

Arne Kruse 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Arne Kruse is currently Senior Lecturer in Norwegian at the University of Edinburgh. He is also the 
President of the Scottish Society for Northern Studies. 

Ellen Kythor 
University 
College 
London 

Ellen Kythor is working towards a PhD co-funded by the Danish Arts Foundation and University 
College London, investigating the market for translated Danish literature in the UK. She is establishing 
a translators’ network in collaboration with Danish-English literary translators. Ellen holds a BA in 
German and Scandinavian Studies and MA (Distinction) in Scandinavian Translation Studies. 
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Marja Lahelma 
University of 
Edinburgh/ 
University of 
Helsinki 

Marja Lahelma is an art historian who specializes in research on late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century art and culture. She received her PhD from the University of Helsinki in 2014. She is currently 
working on a postdoctoral research project on mythical northernness in the context of Nordic 
Symbolist art. She will spend year 2015 as a visiting researcher at the University of Edinburgh. 

Richard Le 
Brasseur 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Richard is a PhD Candidate in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences researching the 
relationship between the physical environment and the socio-cultural benefits towards human well 
being. Working within the Spatial Planning and Environmental Design disciplines, Richard has been an 
Endowed Professor, a Sustainable Program Developer, an International Design Award recipient and 
Executive Director of an environmental Non-Profit Organisation. 

Charles Lee  
Université de 
Paris – 
Sorbonne 

Charles Lee is a Masters student at l'Université de Paris - Sorbonne in Intercultural Mediation and 
literary translation in the Department of Germanic and Nordic Studies. He received a BA in 2014 from 
Georgetown University in Anthropology and French Literature. 

Emma Lundin 
Birkbeck, 
University of 
London 

I am a final-year PhD student at Birkbeck, University of London, where my thesis – 'Practical Solidarity: 
Connections between Swedish Social Democratic women and women in the ANC, 1960-1994' – 
explores the impact of transnational connections between political women. I also teach Nordic politics 
at UCL and the British empire at Birkbeck.  

Alan Macniven 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Alan Macniven is currently Lecturer in Swedish at the University of Edinburgh. 

Shane McLeod 
University of 
Stirling 

I am an Impact Research Fellow in History and Politics at the University of Stirling. My research 
involves an investigation of Scandinavian burials in Scotland from a landscape perspective, and a 
consideration of the performative aspects of burial. I am also interested in issues of migration and 
identity. 

Haftor 
Medbøe  
Edinburgh 
Napier 
University 

Haftor Medbøe gained his doctoral degree from Edinburgh Napier University in 2013 for his thesis 
“Cultural identity and transnational heritage: A practice based study.” He has presented papers at 
Rhythm Changes (NL, UK), International Musicological Society (IT) and Jazz Talks (PT) and is published 
in the online journal, First Monday. 

Kitty Corbet 
Milward 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Kitty Corbet Milward is undertaking a PhD with Edinburgh University’s History of Art Department. Her 
research addresses the representation of Norwegian women in visual culture around 1900. In early 
2014, Kitty spent a semester with Norway’s National Museum for Art, Architecture and Design. Kitty sits 
on the working committee for the National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington D.C. 
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Ian Newton 
University of 
the Highlands 
and Islands 

Ian Newton, MA, FRGS is an MLitt Island Studies student at the University of the Highlands and Islands.  
He has skippered Cadet Force yachts to the Faroes, the Lofotens, and around Iceland, travelled in the 
Bering Sea and Alaska, and lives partly in a crofting village near Kyle of Lochalsh.    

William 
Norman 
University of 
Cambridge 

I am currently in the first year of a PhD with the Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic Department at 
Cambridge University, researching the portrayal of the English, Scots and Irish in the Icelandic family 
sagas.  My two previous degrees are from Edinburgh, including the MSc in First Millennium Studies. 

Katherine 
Olley 
University of 
Cambridge 

I am a post-graduate student at Newnham College, Cambridge, studying for an MPhil in the 
department of Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic, where I also completed my Undergraduate Degree.  
My research focus is on Old Norse literature, specifically the Hildr legend. 

Martina 
Otruba 
University of 
Vienna 

Martina Otruba is a PhD student in Scandinavian Studies at the University of Vienna, Austria. 

Eleanor Parker 
University of 
Oxford 

Eleanor Parker is the Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in ‘England in Europe, c.950-c.1250’ at The Oxford 
Research Centre in the Humanities. She completed her doctorate at the University of Oxford in 2013 
and is currently researching representations of the Danish conquest in twelfth-century English 
historical writing. 

Guy Puzey 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Guy Puzey is a postdoctoral research fellow in Scandinavian Studies at the University of Edinburgh, 
where he is currently working on a centre development project and teaching Norwegian. His main 
research interests are in language policy and critical toponomastics, particularly in the contexts of the 
Nordic countries and Scotland. He has recently carried out projects on the relative visibility of 
languages in public spaces, language activism, multilingual corporate identities, and commemorative 
street naming. He also works as a course organiser for Germanic and Slavonic languages at the Office 
of Lifelong Learning. Outside the University, he is a freelance translator of Norwegian literature. 

Victoria Ralph 
University 
College 
London 

Victoria Lesley Ralph graduated in 2007 from University College London with a BA in Humanities 
(Icelandic Studies). She is currently studying for an MPhil/PhD at University College London, 
researching the influence of Old Norse Literature on the Swedish author Selma Lagerlöf (1858-1940) 
from feminist and pacifist perspectives. 
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Silke 
Reeploeg 
University of 
the Highlands 
and Islands 

Silke Reeploeg is a Researcher and Lecturer with the Centre for Nordic Studies, University of the 
Highlands and Islands, Scotland.  She is based on the Shetland Islands, where she is currently 
studying for a PhD in Nordic Studies by exploring the intercultural links and narratives that connect 
Norway and Scotland.  From August 2012 until January 2013 she was a visiting researcher at Volda 
University College in Western Norway (funded by the Norwegian Research Council).  This paper is part 
of a collaborative project ‘Nordic Angles: history and literature’ research network based at the 
University of Olso and Volda University College, and is due to be published in Edda (Scandinavian 
Journal of Literary Research) in 2015. 

Helen 
Robinson 
Independent 
Scholar 

Helen Robinson graduated from the University of Edinburgh with an MA (Hons) in Scandinavian 
Studies in 2013. She has been interested in Anders Zorn for many years and has studied numerous 
courses on art at Edinburgh University’s Office of Life Long Learning. 

Cristina Sandu 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Cristina Sandu holds a bachelor’s degree in General and Comparative Literature from the University of 
Helsinki, and is currently studying for a MSc in Comparative Literature at the University of Edinburgh. 
Her primary research interest lies in new trends entering Finnish literature at the turn of the 20th 
century. 

Nichola 
Smalley 
University 
College 
London 

Nichola Smalley recently completed a PhD at UCL entitled Contemporary Urban Vernaculars in Rap, 
Literature and in Translation in Sweden and the UK. She currently teaches at UCL and works as a 
literary translator from Swedish to English. She also blogs about Swedish literature at 
newswedishfiction.blogspot.co.uk 

Rebecca Starr 
University of 
Leeds 

I am currently studying for an MA in History of Art at the University of Leeds. I am particularly 
interested in the art of Scandinavia and Eastern Europe.  

Troy 
Wellington 
Smith  
University of 
Mississippi 

Troy Wellington Smith is an MA student in English at the University of Mississippi. He has presented a 
dozen conference papers on the intertextuality of Kierkegaard and Anglophone literature. His "P. L. 
Møller: Kierkegaard's Byronic Adversary” appeared in The Byron Journal. He hopes next to begin a 
program in Scandinavian. 

Jenni Syrjälä 
Independent 
Scholar 

Jenni Syrjälä graduated from the University of Turku, Finland, in 2013 with a BA and MA in English 
translation. Her Bachelor’s and Master’s theses focused on bilingual childrearing. She currently works 
as a freelance translator based in Edinburgh.  
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Catalin Taranu  
University of 
Leeds 

I am currently pursuing my PhD at the Institute for Medieval Studies in Leeds. My thesis explores the 
variety of attitudes towards history and fiction documented by Old English (historical and legendary) 
sources. 

Ruairidh 
Tarvet 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Ruairidh Tarvet is a PhD student of Scandinavian Studies at The University of Edinburgh. His research 
interests include Germanic language history, language contact theory, Linguistics, Scandinavian 
language history and sociolinguistics. Ruairidh is also a teacher and lecturer at Rønshoved Højskole in 
Denmark.  

Barbara Tesio 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Barbara is a 2nd year PhD candidate in Scandinavian Studies whose research encompasses the 
interactions between storytelling and popular culture as seen through the work of Karen Blixen. She 
holds a degree in Literature and Performing Arts from the Sapienza University of Rome, and an MSc in 
Comparative Literature from the University of Edinburgh. She is also a literary consultant and assistant 
librarian.  

Claire 
Thomson 
University 
College 
London 

Claire Thomson is Senior Lecturer in Scandinavian Film at University College London, where she was 
Head of Department of Scandinavian Studies 2009-2013. Claire is a University of Edinburgh graduate 
(MA, MSc, PhD, 1992-2003), lectured at the University of East Anglia (2000-2004), and is a Visiting 
Researcher at the Danish Film Institute. Publications include Thomas Vinterberg’s Festen (University of 
Washington Press, 2013) and Northern Constellations: New Readings in Nordic Cinema (ed., Norvik 
Press, 2006). She is currently completing a monograph on Danish state-sponsored film. She is an 
editor of the journals Scandinavica and Kosmorama. 

Bjarne Thorup 
Thomsen 
University of 
Edinburgh 

Bjarne Thorup Thomsen is the current Reader in Danish and Convenor of Scandinavian Studies at the 
University of Edinburgh. 

Arnar Eggert 
Thorodssen  
University of 
Edinburgh 

Arnar completed his MMus degree in Musicology from the University of Edinburgh in autumn 2013, 
scrutinizing the notion of “Scottishness” in popular music in his Master’s thesis. Arnar’s field of expertise 
is popular music and he’s especially interested in how the sociological/new musicological research 
methods can be successfully applied to that field. 

Essi Viitanen 
University 
College 
London 

Essi Viitanen has recently completed her PhD at the Department of Scandinavian Studies at UCL. Her 
research explores representations of architecture and space in film. Previous studies include MA in 
Graphic Design from University of the Creative Arts and BA in Media Arts from Royal Holloway, 
University of London. 



!

#NRN2015 40 

Isabella 
Wodzka 
Independent 
Scholar 

I am a recent graduate of University of Edinburgh (MA Hons in Scandinavian Studies, MSc in 
Translation Studies) and I would like to pursue a PhD. 

Mikkel Bruun 
Zangenberg 
University of 
Kent 

Mikkel Bruun Zangenberg is currently Lecturer in Danish Language and Culture at the University of 
Kent. 
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OUR SPONSORS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 The Nordic Word is a small 

translation enterprise specialising in 
the commercial translation of 
Danish, English, Finnish, German, 
Norwegian, and Swedish. 
Established four years ago by UCL 
postgraduate Richard Green with 
the support and input of several 
talented graduates and early-career 
researchers from UCL and the 
University of Edinburgh. The Nordic 
Word owes much of its success to 
the dynamic academic research 
and teaching environments within 
Nordic and Scandinavian studies. As 
a result, The Nordic Word has a 
keen interest in supporting and 
promoting further Nordic research, 
which makes the company a fitting 
Platinum Sponsor of the Nordic 
Research Network. 
 
www.thenordicword.com 
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Clas Ohlson is a Gold Sponsor of 
NRN2015. It all began back in 1918 in the 
small Swedish town of Insjön when Mr 
Clas Ohlson started a mail order business 
providing products that solved everyday 
practical problems. Over 95 years later 
we still love to help and inspire 
costumers to improve everyday living by 
offering smart, convenient and practical 
solutions at an affordable price. With 
over 10,000 products across hardware, 
electrical, home, multimedia and leisure, 
whatever you need, we can fix it!. 
 
www.clashohlson.co.uk 
 
 

 

Atlantic Airways is the Faroese flag 
carrier and Gold Sponsor of NRN2015. 
They currently operate a fleet of 5 
aircraft flying to 9 destinations. They will 
be launching their new route between 
Edinburgh and Vágar in the Faroe Islands 
on 30 March this year, with fares starting 
from DKK 949 one way. 
 
www.atlantic.fo 
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Löfbergs is a Gold Sponsor of NRN2015. 
Founded in 1906, the company is one of 
the largest coffee roasters in the Nordic 
countries and a full service provider to 
the UK food service market. A family 
owned company, they offer an extensive 
range of Fairtrade Organic coffee as well 
as espresso and bean-to-cup machines 
from leading manufacturers. Löfbergs 
also provides barista training, including 
City & Guilds accredited courses. With 
300 employees and a turnover of SEK 1.5 
billion. Löfbergs is one of the world's 
largest importers of Fairtrade Organic 
coffee. 
 
www.lofbergs.co.uk 
 

 The Scottish Society for Northern Studies 
is a Gold Sponsor of NRN2015. The 
Society explores the inter-relationships 
between the Scandinavian, Celtic and 
Scottish cultures through a variety of 
historical media and scholarly research.  

The Society was founded in 1968 and has 
since provided both a forum and a 
community for specialists and 
enthusiasts of a wide breadth of 
disciplines to pursue their common 
‘northern’ interests. Through seminars, 
conferences and publications, the SSNS 
seeks to encourage further exploration, 
research and scholarship across 
Scotland and beyond.  

 
 
www.ssns.org.uk 
 



!

#NRN2015 44 

 Gazelle Academic distributes books on behalf 
of a number of Scandinavian publishers; 
Aalborg University Press, Aarhus University 
Press, Finnish Literature Society, Museum 
Tusculanum Press, Nordic Academic Press and 
the University Press of Southern Denmark. 
Producing titles in arts and the humanities, each 
publisher provides a regional focus, covering a 
broad range of topics such as art, archaeology, 
cultural studies, history, literature and film. 
Gazelle, which is a Silver Sponsor of NRN2015, 
will be exhibiting at this year’s event and 
offering delegates a special conference 
discount from books on display and featured in 
their conference catalogue. 
  
Gazelle Book Services 
http://www.gazellebookservices.co.uk/GazelleBooks/Home.pgm 
Aalborg University Press 
http://aauforlag.dk/english.aspx 
Aarhus University Press 
http://en.unipress.dk/ 
Finnish Literature Society 
http://neba.finlit.fi/index.php?lang=eng 
Museum Tusculanum Press 
http://www.mtp.hum.ku.dk/default_e.asp? 
Nordic Academic Press 
http://www.nordicacademicpress.com/english/ 
University Press of Southern Denmark 
http://www.universitypress.dk/shop/frontpage.html 

 
 Söderberg Bakery, Edinburgh’s most unique 

bakery, is also a Silver Sponsor of NRN2015. Its 
foundations lie in the Latin proverb Age Quod 
Agis [If you’re doing something, do it well]. This 
is the reason for Söderberg’s unwavering 
commitment to creating perfection from 
Swedish-inspired baked treats to serving the 
UK´s finest sourdough pizzas and – through a 
careful combination of patience, brute force, 
talent and love – to baking the very best bread 
in Scotland… all within full view of the public 
inside a stunning, light-filled bakery. 
 
To summarise, Söderberg is almost exactly like 
every other bi-level, artisan bakery in the UK 
that serves expertly-crafted baked delicacies, 
breads and mouth-watering food. 
 
Only different. 
 
www.soderberg.uk 
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Hemma means AT HOME in Swedish. Hemma is 
a café/bar with great brunch, lunch, buffet, 
smörgåsbord platters, dinners and last but not 
least cakes. A family friendly haven daytime and 
a party place at night with 12 well chosen 
draughts on tap and an extensive cocktail list. 
Hemma is a Silver Sponsor of NRN2015. 
 
www.bodabar.com/hemma 
 

 
Norvik Press, which is a Silver Sponsor of 
NRN2015, is a publishing house specialising in 
translations into English of Nordic literature, and 
critical works on Nordic culture. We also publish 
the periodicals Scandinavica, An International 
Journal of Scandinavian Studies, and Swedish 
Book Review, presenting Swedish literature to 
the English-speaking world. Established at the 
University of East Anglia in the 1980s, the press 
moved to UCL in 2010 and is based in the 
Department of Scandinavian Studies.   
For more information, and to purchase Norvik 
Press books, please visit www.norvikpress.com 
or email norvik.press@ucl.ac.uk. 
 

 

Edinburgh University Press is a Silver Sponsor 
of NRN2015. It is the premier scholarly publisher 
in Scotland of academic books and journals and 
one of the leading university presses in the UK. 
EUP is committed to furthering knowledge and 
making innovative and rigorous scholarship 
available to the widest possible readership 
through its range of research publications 
including scholarly monographs, reference 
works and textbooks for students and lecturers. 
 
www.euppublishing.com 
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 Brepols Publishers, which is a Bronze Sponsor of 
NRN2015, is an international academic publisher of works 
in the humanities. The focus of its publications lies in 
“source-works” from Antiquity, the Middle Ages and the 
Early Modern period. By this is meant critical editions 
original texts and documents in their original language, 
reference works such as encyclopaedias, handbooks and 
bibliographies, as well as monograph studies and cutting-
edge research. Brepols Publishers’ mission is to publish 
works with an outstanding academic reputation in the 
field of Europe’s cultural roots and sphere of influence. 
Such publications fall mainly within the disciplines of 
history and archaeology, language and literature, music, 
art and architectural history. 
 
www.brepols.net 
 

 

The book Hitler’s Scandinavian Legacy is a Bronze 
Sponsor of NRN2015. The editors and contributors to the 
volume published by Bloomsbury have kindly donated 
their first royalty cheque to the conference. 
 
ISBN: 9781441190369 

 

Nova Publishers is a Bronze Sponsor of NRN2015. Nova 
publishes a wide array of books and journals from authors 
around the globe. This includes Small States In A Global 
Economy – Crisis, Cooperation and Contributions by 
Hilmar Þór Hilmarsson.. 
 
www.novapublishers.com 

 

Published by Intellect, the Journal of Scandinavian 
Cinema explores the cinemas of Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway and Sweden, both within their national 
contexts, and as transnational cinemas in a globalized 
world. The journal explores not only narrative cinema, but 
also its relationship to other art and media forms 
(documentaries, television and literary screen 
adaptations). Journal of Scandinavian Cinema is a Bronze 
Sponsor of NRN2015. 
 
www.intellectbooks.co.uk/journals/view-Journal,id=192 
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Since their launch in December 2013, Dallahan 
have exploded onto the traditional music scene. 
Their unique arrangements of original music 
and traditional Irish tunes and songs have 
secured their presence at such prestigious 
international events as Milwaukee Irish Festival, 
Copenhagen Irish Festival and Celtic 
Connections. Dallahan are established 
performers of various musical styles from 
classical and jazz to Balkan and Celtic. As 
individuals, band members have racked up 
numerous achievements including winning the 
BBC Young Traditional Musician Of The Year 
Award 2013 and reaching the final of the 2014 
edition, winning the All Britain Banjo Champion 
2006, and coming 1st place in the inaugural 
Hungarian Traditional Music Competition. As a 
band, they received an 'Emerging Excellence 
Award' from Help Musicians UK and were 
recently nominated for Best Up and Coming 
Artist of the Year at the Scots Trad Music 
Awards 2014. Dallahan is a breath taking musical 
journey delivered by award winning musicians 
that is as much fun to listen to as it is to play. 
Dallahan are the official entertainment providers 
for NRN2015. 
 
www.dallahanmusic.com 
 

 

The talented graphic and communication 
designer Giorgia Ghergo generously provided 
graphic design for NRN2015. Based in Rome, 
Giorgia graduated from Rome University of Fine 
Arts in 2008 and obtained a masters degree in 
Communication Design at ISIA, Florence, in 2011. 
She works as a freelance graphic and web 
designer on behalf of several companies and 
institutions, including the Italian National 
Research Council. 
 
www.heapdesign.it 
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The Northern Scholars Scheme has facilitated 
the visit of conference keynote speaker Dr 
Mads Bunch. The scheme, which was 
established in 1956, exists to foster co-operation 
between scholars of Denmark, Estonia, Iceland, 
Norway and Sweden, and colleagues in the 
University of Edinburgh, in linguistics, historical 
and other cultural studies which are common to 
these countries and to Scotland. In particular, 
the committee sponsors visits by scholars of the 
member countries to Edinburgh. 
 

 

The University of Edinburgh’s Researcher-Led 
Initiative Fund is available for specific 
projects/activities/events initiated by research 
students or research staff for the benefit of 
groups of researchers at a School, research unit 
or research group level within the University. 
The fund’s aims are to allow researchers 
themselves to have a greater input into the 
ways they are supported and developed and to 
complement the training and development 
opportunities provided through Schools and at a 
College or University level. The NRN2015 
organising committee is very grateful to the 
fund for its support for this event. 
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SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS… 
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